University Essay Writing:
six steps to success

Te Taiako Student Learning : “Skills to know, the place to go...”

Welcome to
Student Learning

Te Taiako



Online Stuay Skills & Writing Handbook

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/
1921838/Academic-Writing.pdf



https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1921838/Academic-Writing.pdf

Writing an essay (#1)

B ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE, NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY- .
- SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT... TWO WORDS TO GO!




Writing an essay (#2)

Those years in Paris were to )
‘be among the finest of her life

'Looking back, she once remarked,}
“Those years in Paris were among §
the finest of my life.” That was |
Ewhat she said when she looked
'back upon those years in Paris

o

|

where she spent some of the
finest years of her life.




Essay = Process + Product

. Getting started
Clarifying what you have to do
Organising your thoughts

AN W N =

. Finding—and acknowledging—supporting
evidence

U1

. Writing ... and rewriting
6. Polishing & proofreading







Step 1: Get started




-~ MOotivation

Getting started




Step 1: Get started







Step 2: Understand what you
have to do




What am | being asked to do?

Analysing the question...
« Instructional words?
= Topic?
= Focus?

« Limits?

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/_data/assets/pdf file/0004/1328332/Analysing-the-question.pdf



https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1328332/Analysing-the-question.pdf







Step 3: Plan your response
...and start writing




Develop your answer — over time...

Listen
+ read

+ write
+ think

+ discuss
+ listen
+ read...




Organising your thoughts

Globalization has had a significant impact on the New Zealand economy
over the\pdst decade: discuss.
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Step 4: Gather supporting evidenceé
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Jrganising intormation:

Gathering evidence







ing

: Keep wri

Step 5




Typical
essay structure

Parts of the whole

= Intro
= Body

= Conclusion

Relationship between parts?

Introduction

Thesis
author’s view clearly
identified

* evidence, examples,

e concluding/linking

Topic sentence

Each paragraph
is 100-300
words long

in sentences

sentence

e

Topic sentence

Topic sentence

Topic sentence

Conclusion

+ Reference List






Plagiarism

"I like the writing in that paper. I only wish more of it had been yours.”




Academic integrity

= acknowledging B3 WELLINGTN | Library Guides

TE HERENGA WAKA

all sources of information

Referencing and citing

» Different referencing styles, e
depending on subject area: o

e.g. MLA, APA, Chicago -

MLA

NZLSG (New Zealand Law Style
Guide)

Software and apps

» Check course outlines for st
preferred style for each course

» Formatting guidelines
on Library website

Styles

re many di
Il have a

hin the Uni

The Libra

Te Pataka Korero


https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/library




Step 6: Polish & proofread




Polishing &

proofreading Editing checklist




Te Taiako Student Learning

2463 5999 Kirk, Level 0
Email;: student-learning@vuw.ac.nz

Web: https://www.wsetn.ac.nz/student-learning

@ Kelburn: p——
8:30am-4:30pm, Mon-Fri “ .-

Rutherford House, Mezzanine floor

Library ‘drop-ins’: ML L1 Sl
T1am-2pm, Mon-Fri e §

@ Pipitea:
8:30am-3:30pm, Tues, Wed, Fri



mailto:student-learning@vuw.ac.nz
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/student-learning

Student Learning Workshop Calendar

» https://vuw.libcal.com/calendar/student-learning/?cid=3427

=l

Student Learning - Upcoming Events

Junsa 2021 » Time Zone: Auckland {change)

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
Getting stuff done (In person)

Reducs the pressure of 3 heavy workload with 2 planned approach. Bring your tmetsbls and assignment due dates to develop a personalised plan to use

W N 1 2 3 4 5

g T g 8 10 11 12 limited time effectvely. KK001, Student Leaming.
Date:  Tuesday 3 July 2021
13 14 15 18 17T 18 18 Time:  1:10pm - 2:00pm
Location:  Kelburn
o N » o\ M B W Categories: [l Student Leamning Workshop

2r 28 ®» 0 1 2z 3

Register! - 20 seats left

4 5 B T & @ 10

Search for event... search | omarter reading (Zoom)
Learm some technigues to cope effectively with the guantity of reading you are reguired to do for your studies. The workshop link will be sent to you once
Calendar® o have registersd, one day befors the w.
Date:  Tuesday 8 Juby 2021
Student Leaming - Time:  3:10pm - 4:00pm
Location:  Kzlburn
Filter by Categories: [l Student Learning Workshop
Category - Register! - 30 seats left
Audience -
Campus - .
Writing your essay (In person)
Onsite And Online -

This two-hour session steps you through the essay writing process from receiving the question to hand-in. The focus is on how to organise your ideas into
=n effective essay structure. KKOD1 Student...
Clear All Date:  Wednesday 7 July 2021
Time:  10:00am - 11:50am
Location:  Helburn
Categories: Aczdemic Writing [l Student Learning Workshop

Register! - 21 seats left



https://vuw.libcal.com/calendar/student-learning/?cid=3427

Any questions?




