
Cultivating and Celebrating Māori Success



Te Tumu Herenga Waka



Mai I te Iho ki te Pae

• The essence of Māori identity is linked to whakapapa (genealogy), 
and the recognition of Māori as tangata whenua is embedded in 
the values of the University Strategic Plan, namely te reo Māori, 
mātauranga Māori and Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Lifting retention and 
achievement levels

• Is the outcomes framework is a resource to help us link what we do 
(activities) with what we want to achieve (outcomes). There is an 
expectation that faculties, schools and CSUs will be able to use this 
document in the formulation of their own strategic and operational 
plans to enhance outcomes not only for Māori at Victoria but for 
the wider University as well. 
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Barriers to 
tertiary 

education

First in family

Supporting family members, monetary, babysitting, 
emotionally

Feel isolated from others and from other Māori 
students

Lack of Māori role models

Cannot see themselves represented in university 
spaces and staff

Feel like its not a place for them

Identity



Study 
support

Study 
Planning and 

advice

Mentoring 
sessions – 1 
on 1 or small 
group weekly 

sessions

Tutorials –
one off help 
sessions, or 

weekly 
sessions

Study 
wānanga –
stress free 
study week



Computer 
and 

kitchen  
facilities

Culturally 
inclusive 

study 
areas

Informal 
mentoring

Space to 
meet with 
peers or 
tuakana

Whānau 
rooms



Pastoral support ….

• One-to-one 
confidential 
advising and 
support

• Tuakana/Teina  

• Scholarships

• Culturally 
inclusive spaces 
and support



Whānau house



Why aren’t tauira Māori coming into 
university and the sciences?

What’s happening in schools, pre uni?



Breaking perceptions around soft subject 
areas

Making science more applicable to Te Ao 
Māori

Incorporating 
Mātauranga Māori in 
classrooms

Puhoro – STEM Academy

Smart – Society of Māori Astronomy 
Research and Traditions

Waka voyager

Te Kura o Te Kauri

https://www.puhoro.co.nz/
https://www.maoriastronomy.co.nz/
https://www.tetokiwakahourua.org/
https://www.tekuraotekauri.nz/


Matiu Somes 
Island

• Collaborative approach 
(DOC, Iwi, Āwhina, Hutt 
City Libraries)

• Focus year 9 and 10 
rangatahi

• Pre-trip, Island visit and 
post trip work

• Marine biology, Rōngoa, 
pest eradication and 
tracking



St Bernard’s 
College (Pilot)

• Working with their 
careers advisor and year 
11 students

• Identified 3 gate keeping 
papers

• Math

• Physics

• Unfamiliar texts

• Tutorials extra sessions 
2-3 with Māori tutors 
focus on content

• Noho marae







Nā tō rourou, nā taku rourou, 

ka ora ai te iwi


