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Executive summary

New Zealand’s relationship with China is one of its most important. It is also a relationship
that has, in recent years, become more challenging to manage. When significant events occur
that involve both New Zealand and China, New Zealand media sometimes quote Chinese
media — the English language version of the Global Times is a common choice — to provide
insight into how the issue is viewed in China. Despite this, how Chinese media present the
New Zealand-China relationship to a domestic audience is a subject that has not been widely
studied.

This report is intended to address that gap. It examines key themes in the coverage of the New

Zealand-China relationship by three Chinese media outlets — the People’s Daily Online (A K
™), Xinhua Net (%7 % ) and the Global Times (% 3k ) — in the first six months of 2021.

It finds that New Zealand and China were depicted as engaged in a strong and mutually
beneficial economic relationship. This was highlighted by the upgrade of the New Zealand-
China Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in January. The FTA upgrade was also used to contrast
New Zealand’s engagement with China with the more strained relations that China was

experiencing with countries such as Australia.

New Zealand was portrayed as steadfastly pursuing an independent foreign policy informed by
a dedication to its national interests. These interests were presented as served by maintaining
close relations with China and resisting pressure, primarily from the United States and

Australia, to take a more adversarial approach in its engagement with China.

New Zealand’s relationship with China was at times presented as a model that other countries
can learn from. Frequent contrasts were made between New Zealand’s relationship with China
and Australia’s. Despite this, there were times when New Zealand was criticised for speaking
out on issues such as human rights abuses in Xinjiang and the erosion of freedoms in Hong
Kong. However, New Zealand’s criticisms were often not made explicit, nor were the values

that informed them.

Coverage in the media outlets examined for this report diverged significantly from how New

Zealand media report on New Zealand-China relations and how New Zealanders, in general,
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think about their country’s engagement with China. This was especially so when it came to
New Zealand’s agency as an international actor, its national interests, and the concerns that it
holds about China’s behaviour. Such divergent interpretations of issues that are central to the

relationship, in some regards, contradicts the notion of a resilient and mature relationship.



Introduction

New Zealand’s relationship with the People’s Republic of China® is one of its most important.
As the two countries approach 50 years of official diplomatic relations, China is New Zealand’s
largest trade partner, second-largest source (including Hong Kong) of foreign investment,
largest source of international students? and a key source country for immigrants.® However,
in recent years, as China has begun a ‘new era’ (#7ft %) under Xi Jinping (3] #7-F), and
competition between the United States — a major New Zealand partner - and China has
intensified, the relationship between New Zealand and China has required increasingly careful

management.

New Zealand’s relationship with China is frequently reported and commented on in New
Zealand media. In the first six months of 2021, key issues covered have included the New
Zealand-China free trade agreement (FTA) upgrade,* the risks of overexposure to the Chinese
market,® foreign interference,® New Zealand’s relationship with the Five Eyes,’ concerns about

human rights abuses in Xinjiang® and the erosion of freedoms in Hong Kong.® New Zealanders

1 For brevity, the People’s Republic of China will be referred to simply as China in the rest of this
report.

2 "Statistics," New Zealand China Council n.d., https://nzchinacouncil.org.nz/statistics/.

3 "International migration: June 2020," Stats NZ 2020, https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-
releases/international-migration-june-2020.

4 Thomas Manch, "New Zealand signs upgraded free trade agreement with China," Stuff 2021,
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/124058012/new-zealand-signs-upgraded-free-trade-
agreement-with-china.

5 Sam Sachdeva, "Mahuta warns against economic overexposure to China," Newsroom 2021,
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/mahuta-warns-against-economic-overexposure-to-china.

6 Craig McCulloch, "Chinese embassy dismisses claims spies infiltrating NZ universities,"
(2021), https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/445713/chinese-embassy-dismisses-claims-spies-
infiltrating-nz-universities.

7Henry Cooke, "Jacinda Ardern says New Zealand's new stance on Five Eyes isn't a backdown to
China," Stuff 2021, https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/300281578/jacinda-ardern-says-new-
zealands-new-stance-on-five-eyes-isnt-a--backdown-to-china.

8 Thomas Manch, "Parliament unanimously declares 'severe human rights abuses' occurring
against Uyghur in China," Stuff 2021,
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/125034356/parliament-unanimously-declares-severe-
human-rights-abuses-occurring-against-uyghur-in-china. Manch, "New Zealand signs upgraded
free trade agreement with China."

9 Jamie Ensor, "Nanaia Mahuta, Australia's Marise Payne 'deeply concerned' about China's
latest electoral changes in Hong Kong," Newshub 2021, https://www.newsroom.co.nz/mahuta-
warns-against-economic-overexposure-to-china.



overwhelmingly support their country speaking up on such issues,'® and New Zealand media

follow how China reacts to it doing so.!

When significant events between New Zealand and China take place, New Zealand media
frequently cite Chinese media — often the English language version of the Global Times - to
give readers an idea of how events have been interpreted in China. However, despite the
importance of the bilateral relationship to New Zealand and the recent challenges that need to
be managed, little work has been done to understand how the Chinese media present the New

Zealand-China relationship to a domestic audience.

This report is intended to modestly address that gap by examining key themes in Chinese
media’s portrayal of the New Zealand-China relationship. It is based on the analysis of more

than 170 articles published in the first six months of 2021 on the People’s Daily Online (A K
™), Xinhua Net (%7 % ) and the Global Times (¥ 3k ) websites.

Its findings include the presentation of a strong, mutually beneficial relationship between New
Zealand and China. New Zealand was portrayed as committed to an independent foreign policy.
This was often characterised as a determination to maximise its national interests by
maintaining strong relations with China in the face of pressure from the United States, Australia
and other Western nations. The New Zealand-China relationship was, at times, depicted as a
model relationship for Western countries, and often compared favourably to the Australia-
China relationship. There were occasions, however, when New Zealand was criticised for

raising issues that China deemed to be sensitive.

10 Jamie Ensor, "New Zealanders overwhelmingly back promoting human rights in China, even if
it damages economic ties - research,”" Newshub 2021,
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2021/07/new-zealanders-overwhelmingly-back-
promoting-human-rights-in-china-even-if-it-damages-economic-ties-research.html. "Large
majorities say China does not respect the personal freedoms of its people," Pew Research Center,
2021, https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/06/30/large-majorities-say-china-does-not-
respect-the-personal-freedoms-of-its-people/.

11 Henry Cooke, "China slams 'gross interference' from Jacinda Ardern and Scott Morrison's joint
statement on Hong Kong and Xinjiang," (2021),
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/300322188/china-slams-gross-interference-from-jacinda-
ardern-and-scott-morrisons-joint-statement-on-hong-kong-and-xinjiang.



Method
All articles published on the People’s Daily Online, Xinhua Net and the Global Times between

the 1% of January and the 1% of July 2021 that covered or mentioned New Zealand-China
relations were examined for this report. Articles were located using keyword searches within
these websites. Google’s function for searching within single websites!? was also used to
ensure that no articles were missed. The keywords and phrases searched, for example ‘New

Zealand’ (377 =) and ‘China-New Zealand relations’ (# %7 % %), returned a wide variety of

articles, some of which did not relate to the topic. All articles that were not relevant to the
relationship between New Zealand and China were then excluded and the remaining articles

analysed.

The People’s Daily Online (A [ K) is the website of the People’s Daily (A K H i), the
official newspaper of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party (= [E 3t 7= %,
7 7 4).58 Given the relationship between the Party and the People’s Daily, scholars argue

that examining the content of the People’s Daily provides insight into the views and interests

of the Party leadership on reported topics.*

The Global Times website (31 2k /) is the website of the Global Times newspaper (FF 2k B ),
15 a ‘semi-official’*® tabloid news outlet under the People’s Daily. Its website, which is ‘under
the auspices of the People’s Daily Online and the Global Times’ (& A K P #7 2f 2k Bt 4 Bk
& F /1), claims to be ‘the first-choice information sharing platform for Chinese people

wanting to understand the world and is one of the Chinese media outlets with the highest rates

12 For example ‘site:people.cn “Hr 75 ="

13 Dong Dong, Tsan-Kuo Chang, and Dan Chen, "Reporting AIDS and the Invisible Victims in
China: Official Knowledge as News in the People's Daily, 1986-2002," Journal of health
communication 13, no. 4 (2008), https://doi.org/10.1080/10810730802063793.

14 Matthew Hoddie, "Minorities in the Official Media: Determinants of State Attention to Ethnic
Minorities in the People's Republic of China," Harvard international journal of press/politics 11,
no. 4 (2006), https://doi.org/10.1177/1081180X06293728; Xinsheng Liu and Yi Edward Yang,
"Examining China’s Official Media Perception of the United States: a Content Analysis of
People’s Daily Coverage," Chinese journal of political science 20, no. 4 (2015),
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-015-9340-8.

15 In the rest of this report the ‘Global Times’ refers to the Global Times website.

16 Jianwei Wang and Xiaojie Wang, "Media and Chinese foreign policy," The Journal of
Contemporary China 23, no. 86 (2014): 228, https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2013.832523.
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of citation by foreign media’ (£ + EA T i F g AN E &2 ZF &, 2 EIEKET

REGH T EERZ )Y
Xinhua Net is the website of China’s state news agency, Xinhua News Agency (F7 % i if,

#).18 Xinhua News Agency is a key source of news in China. It wields considerable agenda-

setting power ‘as government instructions often oblige news outlets to use only Xinhua copy’.°

Mutually Beneficial Economic Relationship

New Zealand and China’s mutually beneficial economic relationship was a frequent topic of
coverage in all three media outlets. This included basic examinations of the amount of trade
between the two countries, particularly the high proportion of New Zealand’s total exports that
China accounts for and its position as New Zealand’s largest trade partner.?’ Attention was also
given to the importance of trade with China to individual industries in New Zealand, such as
the seafood and marine product industries reported in the Global Times,?! red meat?? and
education? industries documented on Xinhua Net, and specific companies such as Fonterra?*

and Zespri,?® also on Xinhua Net.

17 "About Global Times. % T # 2 ¥ ," 2021, https://corp.huangiu.com.

18 Xinhua also operates China’s largest

19Roger Creemers, "Evaluating Chinese media policy: Objectives and contradictions," in The
Routledge Handbook of Chinese Media, ed. Gary Rawnsley and Ming-yeh Rawnsley (Abington,
Oxon: Routledge, 2015), 54.

20 Huaiquan Lu and Lei Guo, "New Zealand’s Exports to China Account for More Than a Quarter
of its Total Exports. #7 ¥ = % 4 H 0 41 & 5 1 0 &4 | #8 19 4 2 —," People’s Daily Online,
http://australia.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0603/c408038-32121719.html; Lei Guo and Huaiquan Lu,
"New Zealand-China Business Summit explores new models for developing bilateral trade. ¥ #
ZHEFHVELSRITERRGAZHER," Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/2021-
05/03/c_1127405878.htm.

21 Jiaxin Hou, "Foreign media: After imports from two factories were suspended by Chinese
customs, New Zealand is urgently seeking an explanation from China. #M§: WX L) # + [HE %
Tile#oE, IEZEFF FRHE," Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqiu.com/article/41sLtkA6Qxc.

22 Huaiquan Lu and Lei Guo, "New Zealand sets record for red meat exports in 2020, China
remains the largest market. 70 2 2020 44T A 0 | L5 F B4 A & AT 37," Xinhua Net 2021,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/2021-02/05/c_1127070352.htm.

23 Huaiquan Lu and Lei Guo, "New Zealand to allow 1,000 international students into the
country. ¥ =¥ .1 1000 4 & ¥ £ N\ ," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0114/¢1002-32000079.html.

24 Lei Guo and Huaiquan Lu, "Fonterra: Chinese Demand Drives Profit Growth. [E X #%: # EH%EF
kA S FE K" Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/fortune/2021-
03/18/c_1127225565.htm.

25 Ye Li, "How imported fruits capture the appetite of Chinese consumers. # 5 K £ a4l £ &+
HHFHWE," Xinhua Net 2021, http://sh.xinhuanet.com/2021-04/07/c_139863252.htm.



Across all three outlets, the framing of the economic relationship was consistently positive. For
example, a Xinhua Net story, which was also published on the People’s Daily Online, reported
on May’s China Business Summit in Auckland and featured several upbeat claims about the
trade relationship and perceptions of attendees. It was observed that ‘participating politicians
and businesspeople believe that since the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, both
economies have shown strong economic resilience and should strive to develop a new model
of bilateral trade in the future’ (5 2B @ F A LA N, FEREFELEUER, FEZFEIL
RN, KRR BN K RN R Z#H#X). Attendees were also said to be ‘keenly aware
of the importance of the Chinese market, have an optimistic attitude towards the Chinese

market and to be increasing their investment in the Chinese market’ (¥ % ¥ [E 7737 & & 4,
P ETGFERNSE, EAx E TR N).

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern was reported as speaking of the importance of the

Chinese market to New Zealand, noting that ‘New Zealand and China have always maintained
a healthy comprehensive strategic partnership’ (37 % % [E 46 £ R 7 & R 47 0 2 @ 8o Ok
% %) and that ‘in the future, the New Zealand government will strengthen dialogue and
cooperation with China in areas such as bilateral trade and epidemic prevention and control’
(RAFH=ZBRHEER LA 7. ZEHEEFFEPES B E 5 6 1F). Comments
from New Zealand Minister of Trade and Export Growth Damien O’Connor highlighted the
impact of demand from China on New Zealand’s dairy industry and Chinese Ambassador Wu

Xi (= %), also spoke positively about the economic relationship.?

In comments reported in a People’s Daily Online article, the Economic and Commercial
Counsellor at the Chinese Embassy in New Zealand (% E IE# 7 2 A 18 2 7 & & 5 ),
Huang Yuefeng (# &%) struck a similarly positive tone. Huang was reported as speaking of
the ‘strong resilience’ (5& A #1#) of the New Zealand-China economic and trade relationship,

and the “positive signal’ (F1#% 1z ) that the New Zealand-China Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

26 Guo and Lu, "New Zealand-China Business Summit explores new models for developing
bilateral trade. #7 7 = & [E & J & 2 3 % B W4 5 5 ## K."; Lei Guo and Huaiquan Lu, "New
Zealand-China Business Summit explores new models for developing bilateral trade. #771 = &
B g 2Rt & RN F 7 3% R," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://australia.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0506/c408038-32095550.html.



upgrade sends to the world about both countries’ support for free trade, as well as highlighting
China’s position as New Zealand’s largest trade partner and the efforts of both countries to find

new ways and opportunities to cooperate.?’

ETA Upgrade
The FTA upgrade mentioned by Huang was signed on the 26™ of January 2021 and was the

subject of substantial, positive coverage by all three media outlets. It was presented as
reflecting the strength of the New Zealand-China relationship, boding well for future
improvements in the relationship and sending signals to the international community that New
Zealand and China are committed to multilateralism and free trade. In addition to coverage
written at the time, the FTA upgrade was also used, as will be described below, to demonstrate
the strength of the New Zealand-China relationship relative to other countries, most notably

Australia.

On the People’s Daily Online, the upgrade was frequently presented as building on the
successes of the New Zealand-China free trade agreement - which had, in the words of Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Zhao Lijian (# ir %), ‘brought tremendous, real benefits to
both countries and peoples’ (& W E A E AR T RE AW, TEZEENFE)2- t0
further promote trade relations for the benefit of both countries. It was also portrayed as
signalling New Zealand and China’s commitment to supporting multilateralism and free trade

and providing a platform to enhance the ‘comprehensive strategic partnership’ (2 T k& # £k

27 Huaiquan Lu and Zhengan Chen, "Chinese and New Zealand companies explore cooperation
prospects for photovoltaic power generation. # E f1 37 7 = A WV R it Kk & .6 1E 5T &," People’s
Daily Online 2021, http://australia.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0618/¢c408038-32134289.html.

28 "Foreign Ministry: Hope that the new US government has learnt the lessons of the Trump
administration’s erroneous China policies. #M % #: 2 5 37 BUF W BURS BA 5 BURF X £ 81R BUR I H
II," People’s Daily Online 2021, http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0126/c1002-32012957 . html.
Xiaoru Chen, "New Zealand Prime Minister says China-New Zealand FTA upgrade agreement
has special significance. Foreign Ministry: We appreciate that and are happy to hear it! # 7 = &
BRFHEE R EARDNE XSk, SXH: BH! &% " People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://australia.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0127/c408038-32014128.html.



£ % ) between the two countries.?® These narratives were also present in both Xinhua Net®

and Global Times coverage.3!

In its coverage of the FTA upgrade, the Global Times presented several New Zealand voices,
such as Catherine Beard, Executive Director of Export New Zealand, who said that some
exporters would ‘let out a sigh of relief” (# — & R,) at the signing, to illustrate the importance
of the upgrade to New Zealand.?? Chinese commentators, such as Chen Hong (% 5L), Director
of the Australian Studies Centre at East China Normal University (4£ % Vi 5 A % 3 & 7| T 7
% #2), who called the upgrade ‘a godsend’ (& At ) for New Zealand’s economic recovery

from the coronavirus pandemic, also illustrated this point. Xinhua Net similarly made use of

comments from New Zealanders, ranging from New Zealand Minister of Trade and Export

29 Qiaochu Li, "Ministry of Commerce: China and New Zealand sign FTA upgrade protocol. & %
. PEEHWEEE Wi EARNESR," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://finance.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0126/c1004-32012794.html; Qiaochu Li, "What are the new
highlights of the China-New Zealand FTA? The Ministry of Commerce gives a detailed
explanation. ¥ # B W £ W LFZ 8? B HIMFHM 1Lk T ," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://finance.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0126/c1004-32012828.html; "Foreign Ministry: Hope that
the new US government has learnt the lessons of the Trump administration’s erroneous China
policies. 42z #F: & 2 3 3 B T BUR B L BT & 424512 B % #9203)1]."; Chen, "New Zealand Prime
Minister says China-New Zealand FTA upgrade agreement has special significance. Foreign
Ministry: We appreciate that and are happy to hear it! H 7 = LB FHEZ B AW EAZBNE
Xk, SR BE! B!

30 Jiaxin Yu, "@You, the China-New Zealand FTA upgrade may bring about these changes... @
PR, FHE R Z RN XL ... " Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/2021-
01/26/c_1127028302.htm; "The first FTA that China signed with a developed country has been
upgraded! FEH 5 X B EREZFWE - EHNE, HT AEMR!," Xinhua Net 2021,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/fortune/2021-01/26/c_1127026666.htm; Jiaxin Yu, "Signed! China-
New Zealand FTA upgrade will release more dividends of openness. £ 7 | # E-# 1 2 g ¥ = 7
TG BIKE £ kAR, Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/silkroad/2021-
01/26/c_1127027275.htm; Yong Yuan, "China-New Zealand FTA upgrade will bring convenience
to businesses and benefit people. ¥ #7 & ¥ th & A K E S E K," Xinhua Net 2021,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2021-01/29/c_1127039083.htm.

31 Panpan Wang, "New Zealand Prime Minister says that the China-New Zealand FTA upgrade
agreement is of great significance. Foreign Ministry: We appreciate that. #7 = £ B FH L E &
W EABRBNAEER N S % H," Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/41fqHDMr4Cz; "China and New Zealand sign FTA upgrade
protocol. F E 5 W =4 F B ¥ Hh & A HWEH," 2021,
https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/41fkObH7p7T; Ao Xin, "Xin Ao: China-New Zealand FTA
upgrade opens up new prospects for cooperation. Z 8. F# FTA /& A 1EFH 7 =," Global
Times 2021, https://opinion.huanqiu.com/article/41gdQqy6vKF; Mi Zhou, "Upgrade of FTA
strengthens China-New Zealand open innovation collaboration platform. # % & % # = 5& k. & #r 7
A H AT &," Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqiu.com/article/41jCT64CUeN.

32 "Free trade agreement upgrade, China and New Zealand join hands to give “New Year gift.” #
REAME, PHFEFZE LFEA0"," Global Times 2021,

https://world. huanqgiu.com/article/411QwFg23Qx.



Growth, Damien O’Connor, to an Auckland office worker, to emphasise the importance of the

upgrade to New Zealand’s economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic.3?

Some coverage of the FTA upgrade advanced the notion that the relationship between New
Zealand and China is one that other countries can learn from. For example, on the People’s
Daily Online, it was reported that ‘analysis holds’ (%47 1A /) that the upgrade will ‘provide a
constructive model for countries to cooperate to address the challenges of the pandemic,
support multilateralism and free trade, and promote a stable recovery of the global economy’
(HEEeEAMEERE. XHFFUEXNTEFR L. RALKEFREAZTEET
# V¢ M F£ A7), Further, as two countries from different hemispheres with ‘very different
political systems and cultural backgrounds’ (¥ 75 | & fo X ft. & & = F1R K), the upgrade
was seen as ‘setting an example for global economic and trade cooperation’ (7 2%k & % A1k

oL 2 35).34

Similarly, in an article in the Global Times,®® it was stated that, like the initial signing of the

FTA between New Zealand and China in 2008, the upgrade would have a ‘demonstration effect
(P~ 9% % 52). Shen Yujia (74 F /), an Associate Researcher at Sichuan University’s School of
International Relations (7 )I| A % B F7 < % % [), argued that the FTA upgrade with New
Zealand ‘will prompt policymakers in some countries to re-examine the negative effects of

excessive bundling of economic and trade policies with political ones’ (&% 1 — L& [E] K iy

B A B A LR A W BOR 5 Be BRI R R S e U (A )%

More broadly, the potential for New Zealand-China engagement to be a model for others was
mentioned elsewhere. An article published in the Global Times and sourced from the Chinese

Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided one such example. In the article, Chinese Vice Foreign

33 Zhengan Chen, "Summary: China-New Zealand FTA upgrade benefits are in the long-term. %
. FHEE R EARFNEKET," Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2021-
02/01/c_1127049541.htm.

34 Pingfan Jia, "The upgraded version of the China-New Zealand FTA upgrade has benchmark
significance. ¥ #1 B H th & 7 Z R E AR B L," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://finance.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0130/c1004-32017484.html.

35 The article was sourced from the official website of the People’s Daily Overseas Edition’s
website.

36 "Free trade agreement upgrade, China and New Zealand join hands to give “New Year gift.” #

BRERWME, FHRFE L FFALE"
10



Minister, Xie Feng (#f %), who was meeting with New Zealand Ambassador to China, Clare
Fearnley, was recorded as stating that China was willing to work with New Zealand to ‘push
forward China-New Zealand relations to become a model of friendly relations and mutual
benefit between two countries with different social systems, stages of development, cultural
traditions and sized economies’ (#EFFHFH X R AN T FEHLFE. LENE. XHESR
fnZ Gk Bl R Z B R 748 4L . B A 3 5 9 #5%).37 Another Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs-sourced article in the Global Times reported Xie making near-identical comments in a

virtual meeting with the New Zealand Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Chris Seed.®

Additionally, a Global Times story cited an article from the South China Morning Post that
claimed that New Zealand upgrading its FTA with China ‘may displease Australia’ (¥ & & £
JE A F| TR E| A~ H#), which has yet to upgrade its own FTA with China. This was seen as
reflective of the differences in the respective relationships that New Zealand and Australia have
with China. The article also cited Chen Hong who blamed the Australian government for the
lack of progress on upgrading the Australia-China FTA. It was stated that ‘this primarily stems

from the damage done to the bilateral relationship by Canberra’ (X £ Z ZJE T #H E 4 7 &
xF 7 B K R BB IR %0

Independent New Zealand

Another major theme in the coverage was the relative independence of New Zealand’s foreign
policy, particularly as it pertained to China. This perceived independence was often used to
differentiate New Zealand’s stance towards China from that of other Western countries, most
notably, its fellow members of the Five Eyes intelligence alliance, the United States, the United

Kingdom, Canada, and Australia.

37 "Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng meets with New Zealand Ambassador to China Clare
Fearnley. /M S 8| KMt & 4 WH T Z &L K FE B E " Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/43c6esgK9BM.

38 Xie was reported as saying that China is willing to work with New Zealand to ‘push forward
China-New Zealand relations to become a model of friendly cooperation between countries with
different socials systems, stages of development, cultural traditions and economic size’ (¥ 34 F
REABRATEHSHE., REWE., XffEafZ itk & B RZ 8 K46 E##5E). "Vice Foreign
Minister Xie Feng holds video call with New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Secretary Chris Seed 75 #i B # K #t 5 Bl 2T = 45 5 5 # AL K HEWME 1E," Global Times
2021, https://world.huangiu.com/article/43c61EneTpv.

39 Juecheng Zhao, "China-New Zealand upgrade FTA leading to many interpretations. # 1 7t % E
R ZE 8Bl % 77 fRie," Global Times 2021, https:/finance.huangiu.com/article/41gPvA6BCpM.

11



In all three media outlets, the Five Eyes was generally presented as hostile to China. For
example, on Xinhua Net,*® the Five Eyes was said to be ‘frequently criticising China on issues
related to its internal affairs, such as those concerning Xinjiang and Hong Kong’ (31 % £
B, PHERRETENKRWIA LT B #),* and being pushed by the United States to
be ‘more clearly anti-China’ (& u 7% 15 &% B # ) 4£). 42 On the People’s Daily Online, the

il

‘arrogant manner’ (2 7Kk %4 Z%) in which the Five Eyes, and the West in general, ‘interfere in
the internal affairs of other countries’ (T % 1 [E /4y 3X) was noted.*® In a Global Times article,

it was presented that the ““Five Eyes alliance” is an important pawn in the United States’ anti-

China strategy’ (72 % Bl Wy R £ dkmg &, “TLIRIFE A E—HMEEZH 7)4

Given this view of the Five Eyes, New Zealand’s perceived independence from the four other
‘Eyes’ and, in particular its relative openness towards China, was regarded positively. This
independence was noted as manifesting in several ways, including through New Zealand’s
absence from several China-related statements made by other Five Eyes countries. When New
Zealand did speak out on China-related issues, it was, at times, presented as having done so in

a less belligerent manner than other members of the Five Eyes.

A Global Times opinion piece by Zhang Jiadong (5k & #%), Professor at the Fudan University’s
Centre for American Studies (£ E A& = % E#f % # /L), argued that ‘although New Zealand

has expressed “serious concern” about Hong Kong and Xinjiang issues, these statements are

clearly more moderate than those issued by other “Five Eyes” members’ (& & #1 1 = E. & 3,

40 The article was sourced from Reference News (% # 4 K.), a news website and newspaper under
Xinhua News Agency. Reference News’ newspaper is China’s largest circulation daily
newspaper. "About Reference News. & T %% 78 £," 2021, accessed 15 August, 2021,
http://www.cankaoxiaoxi.com/about/.

41 "Will the “Five Eyes alliance” become “Four Eyes” because of China? [F % # &, “#H IR %HE &
“IMER”? " Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/mil/2021-04/21/c_1211120321.htm.

42 "Russian media: It will be difficult for “The Five Eyes” to become an anti-China military and
political alliance. ##: “7 R &k %7 % i R % F B8k B," Xinhua 2021,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/mil/2021-05/13/c_1211153459.htm.

43 Honghong Fu and Yang Yuan, " “Five Eyes” expansion has ulterior motives. “FI R’y & 7 F A
ne," People’s Daily Online 2021, http:/military.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0107/c1011-31992200.html.
44 Hong Chen, "Chen Hong: If it wants to win respect, Australia should learn more from its
neighbour. Fr3.: BERGFEE, W HAEE £ ¥ 3," Global Times 2021,
https://opinion.huanqiu.com/article/42ticf9b4dM.
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FEMBBEARTTERY”, EXLFRHERAERTREE AR R LK
A E A im An). 4

Another article, also published in the Global Times, held that unlike other ‘Western countries’
(78 77 [E %) such as the United States, and Australia, New Zealand ‘hasn’t shown intense

hostility towards China. Under the leadership of Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, New Zealand
has always sought a “balanced approach” in its dealings with China’ (F-3% & &I H + 2%
LR E. EREAFL-MEERNGST, FEZ—EAETkKF 5 MHFERHE
Fhy - fr 2 18). 46

In a Global Times editorial published in February,*’ it was argued that ‘with the exception of
New Zealand, the smallest of the Five Eyes, which is unwilling to get too involved in
international conflicts, the other four countries are continuously increasing the coordination of

their attacks on China, and have rapidly transformed what used to be an intelligence-sharing
mechanism into a political clique.” (ff T FFEZE N LR P R NWERTREL £ 4 5
PR, At EAKREFEFEAHmELE, CEALEZHIFERS FHERE
ey Big F 1K ). 48

In an article published on Xinhua Net,* it was claimed that by not taking part in the ‘lies’ (%
=) about the ‘so-called Xinjiang “human rights issues™ (BT 1 #158« AAX 5] A1) of its Five

Eyes partners, and by holding a different view about the role of the intelligence alliance, ‘the

45 Jiadong Zhang, "Zhang Jiadong: The US tactic of applying heavy pressure to “in-between
countries” is difficult to sustain. 5K K #h: * E & E“F 5] B X" K8 #F A," Global Times 2021,
https://opinion.huangiu.com/article/43LEHCC1dX9.

46 Zhang, "Zhang Jiadong: The US tactic of applying heavy pressure to “in-between countries” is
difficult to sustain. Tk K th: = E = E“F |8 B R 5K 5 HF A"

47The headline of the article, ‘The Five Eyes alliance has become an axis of white supremacy’ (L}
BB B KA AZE L E NHN), gives further indication of the esteem in which the Five Eyes was
held in the Global Times.

48 "Editorial: The Five Eyes alliance has become an axis of white supremacy ##F: F R 4 P &
BAZ £ XH#A," Global Times 2021, https://opinion.huangiu.com/article/423HIQZBHSS.
Although it’s criticism in the editorial was relatively mild, New Zealand was still accused of
white supremacy. #t [ 8 xf % # & # 72 3 AL B 8

49 The article originally came from the Strategic Culture Foundation (# Z #7 &k # Lk £ 4), a
Russian thinktank.
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New Zealand government had “disrupted” the Five Eyes’ “symphony”” (3770 = B i “# 41>
T X g IR ER E e ). 0

Remit of the Five Eyes

On the 19™ of April, New Zealand Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta spoke publicly about New
Zealand being ‘uncomfortable with expanding the remit of the Five Eyes’.® Mahuta’s
comments were given significant attention and used to further illustrate the independence of
New Zealand’s engagement with China. In the first ten days following Mahuta’s comments,

the remarks were quoted or referenced in five Global Times articles®? and one on Xinhua Net.53

The Global Times reported Mahuta’s expression of New Zealand’s discomfort in various ways.
In one article, Mahuta was said to be ‘““uncomfortable” with the Five Eyes alliance’s “remit”
expanding to involve affairs beyond intelligence’ (%t HR Bk B4 A “AL R N AF ] L AN
B 2= % R BT 47 iL).5* Another reported that ‘on the 19™, New Zealand Foreign Minister

expressed that she was firmly opposed to the “Five Eyes alliance” controlling China-New

Zealand relations’ (FT W Z 4/ K19H A kon, BHARG“AIRBGA BRI FESHE =

50 "Russian media: It will be difficult for “The Five Eyes” to become an anti-China military and
political alliance. f##: “FHR Bx B7 % ik K L E B BL 4 "

51 "New Zealand ‘uncomfortable’ with expanding Five Eyes’ remit, says foreign minister," The
Guardian 2021, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/19/new-zealand-uncomfortable-
with-expanding-five-eyes-remit-says-foreign-minister.

52 Xiaoya Zhang, "New Zealand Foreign Minister bluntly states discomfort with expansion of the
“remit” of the “Five Eyes alliance” and uses Maori mythology as a metaphor for relations with
China. # W Z /MK B & 0 “IIREK B8 AWIR7R B EFR, & H B A#1E x4 X R, Global
Times 2021, https://world.huanqiu.com/article/42moG7Jfc33; Yunyi Bai and Yi Wang, "Australia
tore up the “Belt Road Initiative” agreement, China’s response: This shows that Australia is
completely insincere about improving China-Australia relations. M #{ & “—# — B hil, FHE
Ri: RFABRFHNAEFRARZLWE! " Global Times 2021,

https://world. huangiu.com/article/420mDdkBOOM; Huicong Wang, "Japanese Ambassador to
Australia: I hope Japan will join the “Five Eyes alliance.” H A&ALF#E AfF: # % F A& fp A\ “H AR B
2”7 " Global Times 2021, https://world.huangiu.com/article/42pi3wA75Yc; Chen, "Chen Hong: If it
wants to win respect, Australia should learn more from its neighbour. ff5.: BEREEE, B
H4FE % % 3 ."; Miao Wang, "Why New Zealand is able to see China “in a different light.” 7 ¥ =
AT e FER”E F EH," Global Times 2021, https://oversea.huangiu.com/article/42umgfqZiic.

53 "Will the “Five Eyes alliance” become “Four Eyes” because of China? [# % # &, “# AR H”E A&
“IgER”?

54 Zhang, "New Zealand Foreign Minister bluntly states discomfort with expansion of the “remit”
of the “Five Eyes alliance” and uses Maori mythology as a metaphor for relations with China. #t

WESKEE A LR A ANIRREE T4 R, TR EBAAME L RS ERXR
14



% %#).% Former New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark’s opposition to the increased

prominence of the Five Eyes was also mentioned in the Global Times.%®

On Xinhua Net, an opinion piece sourced from Xinhua’s Reference News (%% /4 &) noted

the ‘uproar’ (% 7//) that Mahuta’s comments had caused in the ‘Western world’ (7 77 ## 5#).57

Referring to the aforementioned speech, Global Times journalist Wang Miao (E #) wrote that
‘from Mahuta’s speech it can be seen that since the Labour Party began governing alone, its
[New Zealand’s] China policy appears to be more rational’ (A 2 #1489 7& # + ¥ DL 1,

TRMr LK, LB KBS FE mEM). This was in contrast to the actions of New
Zealand’s previous coalition government which had ‘emphasised the “China threat™ (5&
[ B i) and ‘expressed “strong concern” about the so-called South China Sea issue’ (*f F7
i B 7 9 7] ALk R “BR Z) % 7E”), as well as suspending its extradition treaty with Hong Kong
and declaring support for Taiwan to return as an observer to the World Health Organisation.

Such behaviour was classed as ‘erroneous remarks and interference in China’s internal affairs’

(%R E A T3 o [ i By k)58

New Zealand’s Interests

New Zealand’s decision to pursue an independent foreign policy - often shorthand for acting
independently of the United States and building and maintaining a strong relationship with

China - was presented as driven by its national interests.

In another Global Times article, it was claimed that ‘the development of mutually beneficial
cooperation with China most accords with New Zealand’s national interests, which of course
includes economic interests and, at the same time, includes regional peace and stability,

regional economic development momentum, regional connectivity and other interest

5 Wang, "Japanese Ambassador to Australia: I hope Japan will join the “Five Eyes alliance.” H
REBRAE: FEHAMANTLREKE"

56 Liming Zhao, "New Zealand debates foreign policy towards China. Former Prime Minister:
Should not blindly follow the US. ## = % b ¥4 B K, wiiE: T a5 HERMEE," Global
Times 2021, https://world.huangiu.com/article/431DE9INfV5k.

57"Will the “Five Eyes alliance” become “Four Eyes” because of China?

HAFE, “LIRERER”EPUIR” 2

58 Wang, "Why New Zealand is able to see China “in a different light.” #77 = % 8“7 R”F & [E."
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considerations’ (§ ¥ Bl A R A 6 ER M EF U =WE R, YAXETEEZGF
Az, ARG FXAF58E. WREFLRE L. MREBRLREMNHL E).
New Zealand’s commitment to its national interests was seen as being such that it ‘will not

sacrifice its national and regional interests for those of the United States’ (4 # 7 % E #|#2

T 478 4 A ] A o X R 27 ).%0

Chen Hong argued in a Global Times opinion piece that New Zealand has a history of pursuing
arelatively independent foreign policy. ‘New Zealand always keeps a clear head when it comes
to major matters of principle that relate to its national interests’ (7£# & A& E F| #1 B9 K & A 3E
B b, U Z— HR#F A FEE A L) - ‘even in the face of demands, and even coercion,
from the United States, New Zealand has not forsaken its principles and obeyed’ (B & i I 5&
B EEWERTZE, KT E N AR ). ‘At the same time’ (5 Bt [F] BF), Chen

noted, New Zealand has developed a strong relationship with China.

For Chen, ‘amongst the anti-China clamour’ (KX % & 2 ), New Zealand insists on making

its foreign policy serve its national interests and the welfare of its people. It has repeatedly

refused to blindly follow the will of Washington and Canberra,® gaining widespread respect
from the international community’ (377 = B ik B AR I EREF T AEA Z AR
ik, BRELENEEMSGEZTNNES, REERML W ZEE).

59 Wang, "Why New Zealand is able to see China “in a different light.” #77 ~ A 8“5 R F + E."
60 To illustrate New Zealand’s independent foreign policy, Chen stated that ‘in the 1960s and 70s,
New Zealand firmly rejected the United States’ demands and did not agree to send troops to the
Vietnam War’ (20 4 <t +F K, $EZRAELT XEWEKRK, RETHESHEK%). This
does not closely correspond with New Zealand’s actual engagement in a war in which more than
3,000 New Zealand military and civilian personnel served. See "New Zealand’s Vietnam War,"
2021, https://vietnamwar.govt.nz/nz-vietnam-war.

Another Global Times article made a similar claim to illustrate New Zealand’s commitment to
putting its national interests ahead of the US’, stating that ‘during the Cold War, New Zealand
refused to follow the United States in sending troops to Vietnam’ (¥ 7 = 75 /A b i HA 45 % 38 [/ =
4 %), See Wang, "Why New Zealand is able to see China “in a different light.” #77 = # {7 ¢
“HEIRE T E."

61 Australia on the other hand was seen as repeatedly following the United States into wars at
great cost and doing its bidding in the Asia-Pacific region. In recent years when dealing with
relations with its largest trade partner (& A #7 % 5 fk £#), China, Australia was seen as
‘completely disregarding its own practical interests’ (Z4 L& & & 47 5L F| %) and willingly
acting as the most aggressive henchman (£ 4t %) of the United States’ anti-China strategy (X %
L5}

62 Chen, "Chen Hong: If it wants to win respect, Australia should learn more from its neighbour.

PRok: BERR/EE, BumAELFS."
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Comment from New Zealanders also contributed to this narrative. Former New Zealand Prime
Minister, Sir John Key, speaking at the China Business Summit on the 3" of May was reported
in the Global Times as saying that, ‘in terms of foreign policy, New Zealand should not blindly
follow the United States, especially Trumpism’ (ZE /L K % £, #H= 1665 B LR = E,
T H &2 5B E £ X). The same article also quoted Key’s predecessor, Helen Clark, as saying,

“New Zealand is not a stepping stone for any country,” New Zealand is an independent,

sovereign country, it has not in the past, is not, and will not slavishly follow Western powers.””
(FH=Z 2 HEMEMERNEHNE”, “FTH =ML ERWER, UwEHR,
A A4 5 BT 2 R BT 7 A E 7R 7 #57). ¢4

Comments from Patron of the New Zealand-China Friendship Society, Sir David Carter,®
articulated a similar notion. Carter was reported on Xinhua Net as ‘pointing out’ (#§ ) that
New Zealand should have a China-policy that is independent of its so-called “traditional allies”
and not just follow the crowd” (HT ¥ = Jd 3L TATE“f R B A B K, THAR

7 %).56

In an opinion piece on the China-Canada relationship, Liu Dan (x| #}), a researcher at the
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Centre for Canadian Studies (/= % #ME 4~ A %
fm & A AR #.0), argued that New Zealand was better than Canada and Australia at balancing
its national interests and its ‘alliance strategy’ (8% & &%) — that is, essentially, the degree to

which it aligns itself with the United States against China. This, again, put New Zealand in the

63 Similar comments from Clark were also presented in another article published in the Global
Times. See "Biden ordered a thorough investigation into the origins of the novel coronavirus?
Western diplomacy with China is being hijacked by the security intelligence community! #% T
AMEFERFRL? WAL R, EERZLERFHE! " Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/43IBvDD30eW.

64 Zhao, "New Zealand debates foreign policy towards China. Former Prime Minister: Should not
blindly follow the US. #7 = ¥ # £/ B K, WEE: TaEEHEMEE."

A similar quote from Clarke was also present in another Global Times article - "Biden ordered a
thorough investigation into the origins of the novel coronavirus? Western diplomacy with China
is being hijacked by the security intelligence community! # & T 4% # &7 &Rk ? 7 7 x4 4h
2, EEHERLBERFHE!

65 Carter is also a former National Party MP and Speaker of the New Zealand House of
Representatives.

66 Huaiquan Lu, "New Zealand-China Friendship Society Chairman: To be a friend of China, we
must listen attentively to voices from China. T ¥ X h £/F: HFENAK, REWMNT LG FTENE
¥ " Xinhua Net 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/2021-05/24/c_1127486145.htm.
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position of (positive) model Western country. Liu held that Canada was seen as soon needing
to decide ‘whether or not to recklessly become a “second Australia”, sacrificing its national

interests by following the alliance, or learning from New Zealand’s pursuit of a relatively

independent foreign policy’ (& A~ & A~ ik, y 18 [ Fr 2 47 4 B R A 5 iy <98 KA 58 =,
A2 5 > H7 70 = 38 KA X Jk a1 89 A6 38 BUR). ¢

In a similar vein, two Global Times pieces quoted a South China Morning Post article that
claimed that New Zealand’s unique approach to China was seen as meaning that ‘China and
New Zealand can show the world how two capable governments can cast off ideology and

sensationalism and work together for mutual benefit® (# [E 2 %7 79 = ¥ DLy R KB, HA
H RE A7 B B dn T R AR B BRI S Fuvie VB, AR e A 25 T 2R R 5 A7) .98

Discussion of the values that may inform New Zealand’s foreign policy decisions and their
potential to complicate New Zealand-China relations received occasional mention. This was,
however, only done in vague terms,® such as a reference to the ‘universal values’ (& t 4 1&
) of the Five Eyes on Xinhua Net” and comments by Ardern’ that ‘the differences between

our two systems, and the interests and values that make up these systems, are becoming harder

67 Dan Liu, "Liu Dan: How much further down the road of bigotry against China will Canada go.
AN e X ERITEE L EE LR, Global Times 2021,
https://opinion.huanqgiu.com/article/43iIRYA5D52q.

68 Wang, "Why New Zealand is able to see China “in a different light.” #7 7 =~ % f #£“ 5 R”F +
[#."; Xiaoya Zhang, "Ardern: Don’t define New Zealand’s relationship with China by its
differences. [ & : FULQHEkEXHHZ 5 FEW X Z," Global Times 2021,
https.//World.huanqlu.com/article/42yIOquLz7.

69 Although, in the Global Times there was mention of Australia’s attempts at using ‘so-called
“values diplomacy™ (F718 # & W 4+ %), which was said to consist of emphasising freedom (&
#) and democracy (& £) on the one hand, while smearing (i It /) China and claiming that it is
‘coercing other countries’ (ffiE f [F). See Juecheng Zhao and Yang Liu, "New Zealand Trade
Minister: Despite China-Australia tensions, New Zealand will continue to expand trade with
China. T =ZH Z#K: REBRFAXRLEEK, FE =BT AXNER Z " Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/43aC4RF6nRS.

70 Wang, "Japanese Ambassador to Australia: I hope Japan will join the “Five Eyes alliance.” H
RIFEAMFE: FEHARWANLRIEE"

71 The article focused on Ardern’s comments at May’s China Business Summit in Auckland in
which she spoke of complications in New Zealand’s relationship with China. The article, in
contrast with the ‘foreign media’ (4}#), which the article noted carried headlines that repeated
Ardern’s claims that New Zealand’s ‘differences with China are becoming harder to reconcile’,
carried the headline ‘Ardern: Don’t define New Zealand’s relationship with China by its
differences’ (& & : A LA4 Bk % X = 5 # E # % %) and placed greater emphasis on the
strength of the relationship and its potential to succeed, despite the complexities of the present
geopolitical moment and the significant differences between the New Zealand and Chinese
systems.
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and harder to reconcile’ (FA1F B F| 8] 89 98, LARAG p X L] B oy A 22 A0 4 B0 1B
% 4% 4 5 B % L #0) in the Global Times.”

In a Xinhua Net article, reference was made to New Zealand’s stance (as articulated by Foreign
Minister Mahuta) that ‘China and New Zealand will have differences in many areas such as
their values and their interests, however, what is important is mutual respect’ ( # 1 X 77 7& -
ENFAHE L TER2FESTE, BEEWEMEELEE) This was seen as being
consistent with the ‘basic norms’ (% A & 1) of international engagement that China has itself

promoted.”

Perhaps the closest there came to an explanation of what New Zealand’s values are, came from
another Global Times article, sourced from the website of the Chinese Foreign Ministry, during
a virtual meeting between Mahuta and her Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi (£ %). Here Mahuta
was reported as saying,’* ‘New Zealand is dedicated to upholding multilateralism, cherishes its
values, and is willing to, through a variety of channels, engage in dialogue and seek consensus
on issues of common concern such as democracy and human rights’ (31 7% /1 T 44 £ 4 £
X, PHAAREANNEN, BRL LM RBERRE. ANELE KO IR E,
FoRHAR)®

72 Zhang, "Ardern: Don’t define New Zealand’s relationship with China by its differences. [ £
B: TUABRRXFHZE5FEHNKXR."

It is worth noting that the articles in People’s Daily Online and Xinhua Net did not mention
these comments from Ardern.

73 "Will the “Five Eyes alliance” become “Four Eyes” because of China? [F % # &, “H IR H E L
“IYER”?

74 Mahuta’s comments were also in the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ readout from the
meeting — see "Wang Yi holds video meeting with New Zealand Foreign Minister Mahuta. T 3 [7]
HV 2K D AT AEE " 2021, https://www.fmpre.gov.cn/web/wjbzhd/t1885798.shtml.

The readout provided by the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade provided
somewhat greater clarity on New Zealand’s stance. It said that Mahuta “outlined the importance
that New Zealand places on the international rules-based system, and the values-based approach
that New Zealand takes to its foreign policy. In this regard, noting that New Zealand takes a
respectful, predictable and firm approach, Minister Mahuta also reiterated New Zealand’s grave
concerns over the human rights situation of ethnic Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities in
Xinjiang province, as well as deep concerns over the erosion of political freedoms in Hong Kong”.
See "Foreign Minister Mahuta’s video call with China's State Councilor Wang Yi — Readout 22
June 2021," 2021, https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/media-and-resources/foreign-minister-mahutas-
video-call-with-state-councilor-wang-yi/.

75 "Wang Yi: Welcome New Zealand athletes to China to participate in the 2022 Beijing Winter
Olympics. T #: WM =25 AR E S 2022 F L B 2" Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/43dzcPkeBWe.
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The same article reported Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi saying that ‘on the question of
values, China advocates the values common to humanity of peace, development, fairness,
justice, democracy and freedom’ (ZE M- EMF AL L, FEEBEMFE, £&. AF. X,
RE. BH#a AL FEME). Wang added that the realisation of such values differs from
country to country due to ‘differences in their national conditions’ ([E {& 7 [F]) and ‘stages of
development’ (£ & [ £) and that whether or not a country is upholding human rights or
democracy is something that is most appropriately judged by the ‘common people’ (£ & #£).76
Similarly, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng was reported in the Global Times as saying
‘China and New Zealand should adhere to independence, jointly advocate the democratisation
of the international system, uphold genuine multilateralism and safeguard international fairness
and justice’ (FH L Y B r B £, AEEFERARREN, BRAENS I E X,
447 [E FR /A F IE X).77 The different ways that New Zealand and China interpret and enact

these values were not mentioned.

Pressure on New Zealand

It was commonly presented that New Zealand’s independence was a cause for concern among
its Five Eyes partners, prompting them to pressure New Zealand to more closely align its China
engagement with theirs. An article published in the Global Times discussed New Zealand being
‘intimidated and threatened’ (7T 2 & 1) by ‘schoolyard bully’ (1% [@ % %) the United States
and its ‘lackey’ (%7 /it 7), Australia to take a stronger line on China.” Or somewhat less
colourfully, it was noted that ‘as a member of the “Five Eyes alliance”, New Zealand has twice
been absent from United States-organised actions directed against China, causing significant
dissatisfaction among the other “four Eyes”. The New Zealand government, which has

traditionally pursued an independent foreign policy, is facing enormous pressure from its allies’

(FA“LREBREH— R, FEZELFRREA S5 X EALN 4 F EHATEF,

76 Tbid.

77 "Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng holds video call with New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Trade Secretary Chris Seed #1753 B # K #t 5 B #T0 = /b2 5 7 #0845 K E U E 1E."

78 "The US, which condemned China for carrying out “wolf warrior diplomacy” has revealed its
true colours with New Zealand! & # BfF“BRRIAX"HEE, 4B L E2ET ECWEBE! "
Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqiu.com/article/43R2aj8k Cf8.

Although, the ‘biggest victim’ (5x A #1 % £ #) of bullying was said to be China, not New Zealand,
as China was perceived to be subject to bullying and isolation. — not sure this is needed...
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RE/EMTWR AT HFLZTH. R LERPIIIROIHT ZBOF 0 E 55 K E
HRHEERE)

In a Global Times opinion piece, Zhang Jiadong pondered the reasons why, when New Zealand
had previously maintained a largely ‘rational’ (¥£/4) and ‘pragmatic’ (- 5Z) attitude towards
China, Foreign Minister Mahuta was forecasting a possible deterioration of the New Zealand-
China relationship. By way of explanation, Zhang cited analysis from ‘Western media’ (79 77
# 1K) that claimed that Mahuta’s comments were reflective of the increasing pressure on New

Zealand, with the ‘United States and the West’ (3 ¥ 7 ) ‘repeatedly demanding that the

299

country take a tougher stance on so-called “China’s violation and suppression of human rights

(—BERIZEX PR T BRI AE E AT A7 K BUE 3252 52 377).5%0

In a Global Times article, it was argued that despite the pressure that New Zealand was under
to follow the United States and Australia, it ‘should have the determination to overcome

external interference and resolutely promote the development of China-New Zealand relations’

(BLA A HERITH, BREDFH AR LK)

Another Global Times article reached a different conclusion. It stated that Australia had
previously faced similar pressure to that which New Zealand was now facing, leading to it
becoming ‘twisted and bigoted’ (1 # F7 {& ). The author claimed that they were unsure as to
whether New Zealand would follow Australia, however, it was stated that ‘New Zealand, which

belongs to the geopolitical circle of the United States, doesn’t seem to have much choice’ (&

SRETEEANHERIEETHHTE=, UFFHFEF RS L#E)S

7 Zhang, "Ardern: Don’t define New Zealand’s relationship with China by its differences. [ &

B: TURBkEXFEZ5FENXR."

80 Zhang, "Zhang Jiadong: The US tactic of applying heavy pressure to “in-between countries” is
difficult to sustain. KX th: FEEE“F 8 B R Ko EHF A"

81 Yunyi Bai and Qingqing Li, "Australia and New Zealand joint statement wantonly interferes in
China’s internal affairs. Foreign Ministry: We're resolutely opposed. M # Bk 4 = HAEL & T + EH KX
B, 4 E: Bk KA, Global Times 2021, https://world.huangiu.com/article/43M4BK9Y5cv.

82 "The US, which condemned China for carrying out “wolf warrior diplomacy” has revealed its

true colours with New Zealand! & ¥ BB “RBIX"WEE, HEFAL S L EZETaCWETmE! "
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An opinion piece sourced from Xinhua’s Reference News (% % 74 £.)8 and published on
Xinhua Net also discussed the pressure that New Zealand was facing. It was claimed that the
pressure may cause New Zealand to ‘choose to thoroughly embrace the “Five Eyes alliance”

and take a path of confrontation with China’ (& # 1] KM LIR B B, & 5 F E X7y
7).

In the Global Times, the ‘Western media’ (7 77 % /&) were often accused of adding to the

pressure that New Zealand was under to take a tougher line on China. Journalist Wang Miao
argued that ‘whenever the New Zealand government develops normal relations with China,

Western media clichédly say, “this is New Zealand selling its soul for economic interests” and
put pressure on New Zealand” (% 43 78 Z BUF X B EF W3+ X R or, W78 EsE £
FRHB U X EFAZFAGEEZE TR, HeH T =mE )5

A further Global Times article featured references to reports from 2018 that ‘some United
States media and institutions’ had used New Zealand’s domestic “donation” incident® to
wantonly sensationalise the “China interference theory”, and, with ulterior motives, “sincerely
advise” the New Zealand government and people to be extra vigilant of China’s “interference
in New Zealand’s internal affairs™ (3 [E — &R f LA & & 5700 = B W R IE“BR & F
ABERFETHER”, THHAOHEEFRFARAEEINI LR T ETHHHE
L PR

83 Reference News is a newspaper under Xinhua News Agency. It claims to have the largest
circulation of any daily newspaper in China. "About Reference News. x T 5% /4 &."

84 "Will the “Five Eyes alliance” become “Four Eyes” because of China? [F % # &, “HERIK%H E &
“IYER”?

8 Zhang, "Ardern: Don’t define New Zealand’s relationship with China by its differences. [f4&

B: AURQEREXFHZE5FENKXR"

86 The donation incident, while not made explicit, is likely a reference to the case of Zhang Yikun
(% Z.##), a Chinese New Zealand businessman with alleged links to China’s United Front Work
Department. Zhang was said to be involved in the donation of $100,00 to the New Zealand
National Party. Zhang, two associates and former National Party MP Jami-Lee Ross have since
been charged by the Serious Fraud Office. See Laura Walters, "Zhang Yikun and the alleged
$100k donation," Newsroom 2018, https://www.newsroom.co.nz/zhang-yikun-and-the-alleged-
100k-donation. and "Defendants plead not guilty in National Party donations case," Serious
Fraud Office, 2020, https://sfo.govt.nz/media-cases/media-releases/defendants-plead-not-guilty-in-
national-party-donations-case/.

87 Wang, "Why New Zealand is able to see China “in a different light.” #77 = % 8“7 R”F & [E."

22



The Western media’s dissatisfaction was, in one instance, thought to have manifested itself in
the choice of a photo of Jacinda Ardern used in a BBC article. The article rhetorically asked
whether the unflattering photo was selected due to Ardern’s China policy not being as the BBC
had wanted and New Zealand’s decision to not join the other Five Eyes countries in criticising

China. The answer to which, was that it would ‘not be surprising’ (14~ A & #}), as the BBC

has a ‘record’ (FI #}) of ‘politicising’ (¥ 75 1) photos and videos.88

New Zealand voices also contributed to this narrative. The Global Times cited an article® by
New Zealand radio host Heather du Plessis-Allen, written in response to an episode of
Australian current affairs programme 60 Minutes about New Zealand’s relationship with China.
Du Plessis-Allen was said to have written that ‘this is just the latest complete nonsense from
Western media and commentators, ‘the problem is not China, it’s the “Five Eyes alliance™’,
the “Five Eyes alliance” is pressuring New Zealand, much more than China is™” (X R 2 7 7
B X FAARAT R RO OEZ K, “HATETPE, MET LRKE, ARKE
WHE=ZFmmiES, WkEFEHENAFS?)D

An article on the annual meeting of the New Zealand-China Friendship Society featured
comments made to Xinhua and reported on Xinhua Net by Society National President Dave
Bromwich who also criticised the New Zealand media. The article said that, in response to
reports from the New Zealand media on human rights abuses in Xinjiang, Bromwich said that
they ‘lack evidence’ (%t Z if #&) and there are ‘clear signs’ (J& i B ) that the media had been

‘manipulated’ (#4\) by ‘political groups’ (¥ &% H). He added, ‘many New Zealanders
don’t really understand China, they are easily misled by false information’ (1R £ #7 ¥ = A *f
FEAATH, wEZHTERERRS)S

88 Zihao Bian, "After the “underworld filter,” the BBC has another trick: If you don’t criticise
China, it’ll publish this sort of photo of you. “fA[H %" /&, BBC X i F 8 T#iF+E, #FIE
PRX AR " Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/430fMI110fb.

89 "HDPA: What 60 Minutes' hysterical promo gets wrong about NZ and China," 2021,
https://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/on-air/heather-du-plessis-allan-drive/video/heather-du-plessis-
allan-what-60-minutes-hysterical-promo-gets-wrong-about-nz-china-relationship/.

90 Zixi Mu and Shuangyan Hao, "“Absurd”, “too embarrassing to watch”, Australian TV
programme accusing New Zealand of abandoning Australia for “China’s fast money” has led to
broad ridicule. “FE B, “MEIRXIRE”, BEFTEHBEFTHTE =4 T “F EHRE M7 8 AF T 7] K74,
Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqiu.com/article/43JaYSRMU7L.

91 Luu, "New Zealand-China Friendship Society Chairman: To be a friend of China, we must listen

attentively to voices from China. 1 A th =/&: MFEWHALK, REMTREFENE F "
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New Zealand media came in for further criticism in the Global Times in relation to claims
made in a Radio New Zealand report (and accompanying podcast, Redline) that ‘teachers

suspect that there are Chinese Communist Party Spies in New Zealand universities’ (1 Jfi {1
B, o [E R R T E T 2 5 K). The article was said to have been widely reported
but based on evidence that was ‘laughably absurd’ (32 2| 7] £&). ‘A local person’ (—fi 24 3,
A =) was reported to have told the Global Times that ‘this sort of journalism based on

presupposition and completely without evidence is a common tactic of some New Zealand

media - since there’s no evidence, they can say what they want’ (iX ## Fl1% i 37 X % 2% F

EERY R EME A A, TR - SEREANTFE, REKILE, &AWRAMT).?

Trans-Tasman Contrast

The differences between New Zealand’s and Australia’s approaches to their engagement with
China was repeatedly raised, with New Zealand cast, once again, as a model international

partner.

Comments made by New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and Export Growth, Damien O’Connor,
provided a frequent point of reference for the perceived differences in New Zealand and
Australia’s approaches to engagement with China. First reported in the Global Times in an
article headlined ‘How to repair China-Australia relations? New Zealand Minister of Trade
teaches Australia a lesson: Be like us, respect China’ ({4 & 8 x R ? 70 = ¥ 5 &
KeWEAFTE ER: KA —F, ZEF EH), O Connor® was reported as saying, ‘I can't
speak for Australia and the way it handles its diplomatic relations, but it’s clear that if Australia
displayed respect as we do, | think, with a little bit more diplomacy from time to time and

careful rhetoric, there is hope that they can be in a similar situation (to New Zealand).” (“#

RERRBEARN T R LB R KRN FARES, BERAL, wREAMTMEA]—

92 Liming Zhao, "Media make groundless accusations about “Chinese spies being in universities,”
New Zealand Minister of Education: There is no evidence. % & X3 & W) (6 “E & 7 & F H 7] 1%,
TR ZHFIHK: HAIERE," Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqiu.com/article/43jJAAXIUEc.
93 Thomas Manch, "Trade Minister Damien O'Connor says Australia should 'follow us and show
respect' to China, causing trans-Tasman tension," Stuff 2021,
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/124083238/trade-minister-damien-oconnor-says-
australia-should-follow-us-and-show-respect-to-china-causing-transtasman-tension.
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AT (5HW=) RMUmHER).H

The comments were presented by Chen Hong in the Global Times as O’Connor ‘calling on

Australia not to demonise China, and to show it greater “respect™ (*F*F 3 A F| I 1~ Z 4% J&
e E, EXFELRINLE L H“EE").% ‘O’ Connor’s sincere advice’ (B B 44 B I W
4) was also mentioned by journalist Jia Pingfan (5% - /L) in an opinion piece on the People’s

Daily Online about the need for Australia to improve its relationship with China in the face of
the economic pain that it had suffered as a result of worsening Australia-China relations.®® The
comments were also mentioned in another People’s Daily Online piece about the poor state of

Australia’s relationship with China.%’

O’Connor’s comments featured in several other articles, such as one published in the Global
Times that contrasted the successful New Zealand-China FTA upgrade with Australia-China

relations which were seen as having ‘deteriorated to their worst state in decades’ ( 2.2 % 1. %
JU+ 45 5k R R B4R 45).98 Another, also in the Global Times, noted the absence of meetings
between Chinese and Australian Trade Ministers, the ‘deterioration’ (7% ft) of the bilateral
relationship over the past year and the ‘heavy losses’ (#i % 15 &) suffered by Australian

businesses. This was juxtaposed with New Zealand which ‘last month signed an upgrade to its

9 Jiaxin Hou, "How to repair China-Australia relations? New Zealand Minister of Trade teaches
Australia a lesson: Be like us, respect China. #{f# 2 ## X 2?2 HE LW HH KL EAF T LiF.
FagkA1—#E, ZEEFE," Global Times 2021, https://world. huangiu.com/article/41hcT7wORZN.

% Bai and Wang, "Australia tore up the “Belt Road Initiative” agreement, China’s response: This
shows that Australia is completely insincere about improving China-Australia relations. % #f %
W BN, FAEN: RARGHBREFERIAZLRE!

9 Pingfan Jia, "To improve relations with China, Australia must show sincerity. &% &t % %X &,
W 77 80 % Wi E," People” s Daily Online 2021, http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0218/c1002-
32030279.html.

97 Qiao Gao, "Why Australian politicians have deep “China anxiety.” BEKZ A {T&EK “xt4£E &
JE” " People’ s Daily Online 2021, http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0218/c1002-
32030278.html.

98 Xuan Zheng, "“Show more respect to China!” New Zealand official teaches Australia how to
handle relations with China, angering senior Australian officials. “*+# EEINF L E & #H =
ERBBEAFTAEMERR, EZBEEE," Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqiu.com/article/41121t2w2HU.
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“Free Trade Agreement” with China, and called China its key ally’® (E M 5 E&Z T
FEME CaEmAZWE) , 8+ EFRNH L E K).I0O

Australia was portrayed as one of the main allies putting pressure on New Zealand to change
the way that it engages with China. In a Global Times article, such pressure was said to include
Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Marise Payne’s, cancellation of the state of Victoria’s
Belt and Road Initiative (— # — %) agreement with China. Given the context of Mahuta
having recently stated her discomfort about expanding the ‘mandate’ (SR 4% 3% &) of the Five
Eyes and Payne visiting New Zealand on the same day that the cancellation was announced,

101 this was seen as a ‘warning’ (% ) to New Zealand - and an ‘attempt to force New Zealand

back into the anti-China camp’ (1% [&] 1 %7 7 = [ 5| R 4[5 & o+ 5k).102

The Global Times carried an article on a joint statement between the Prime Ministers of New
Zealand and Australia in which they expressed ‘serious concern’ (/ & 5 17) about the ‘human
rights situation” (A AR ) in Xinjiang and ‘developments’ (4 & /&) in Hong Kong. It
contained one of the strongest articulations of New Zealand’s stance on human rights in the
coverage examined in this report and ran contrary to much of the discourse in the outlets about
the differences between New Zealand and Australia’s positions on China. Ardern was reported
as telling media that New Zealand and Australia’s ‘overall positions’ (4 T 3L 37) on issues
such as trade with China and human rights are ‘completely in accord’ (7 7 4 — E #9) with

one another.

9 New Zealand is not in an alliance with China; however, it did sign a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
with China in 2014 — as did Australia and Fiji. See Jason Young, "US-China competition and small liberal
democracies: New Zealand and the limits of hegemony," Political science (2021),
https://doi.org/10.1080/00323187.2021.1967763.

100 "New Zealand Minister “taught Australia how to deal with China,” Senior Australian official:
He quickly cleared things up with me. T H Z#MK“HEAF LR + HITxE”, BEHE: MHEERR
BE," Global Times 2021, https://world. huanqiu.com/article/41nEkFskxDn.

101 Bai and Wang, "Australia tore up the “Belt Road Initiative” agreement, China’s response: This
shows that Australia is completely insincere about improving China-Australia relations. ¥ # %
W B, FAEN: RARGHBREFERXAZLRE!

102 Chen, "Chen Hong: If it wants to win respect, Australia should learn more from its neighbour.

PRok: BERR/EE, BumAELFS."
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The article also featured a strongly worded condemnation of the statement from Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson Wang Wenbin (£ >C )1 and lengthier comments
from China Institute of International Studies (F [E [ Fr [5] LA 47 £ ) Assistant Researcher
Ning Tuanhui (7 #%). Ning told the Global Times that ‘New Zealand has recently followed
the “Five Eyes alliance” in making irresponsible remarks on Hong Kong and Xinjiang issues
and was interfering in China’s internal affairs, however, in essence, China-Australia relations
are not the same as New Zealand-China relations’ (7 75 = & ¥ ¥ fn 35 58 5] #1 L & 97 4, ] f
“HRBEAXRTARTENTR, THFTEAR, BERERFEXE, FERXRZfoF
MRR I —H).

Ning argued that, compared to Australia, which had ‘provoked’ (#k1#) China on issues such

999

as the ‘so-called “China infiltration theory’”, the coronavirus pandemic, the South China Seas
and the Belt Road Initiative, New Zealand had been ‘much more pragmatic’ (% 5%£% %) in
handling its relationship with China. Ning also pointed out that the joint statement, while
constituting ‘interference’ (F#) in China’s internal affairs, ‘did not go beyond’ (:% & #& 1)
previously expressed positions of the two countries and was a show of unity. Ning also added

that of the entire joint statement, ‘only a few paragraphs’ (R & /L/) ) related to China.%

The difference in the treatment of New Zealand and Australia was apparent in a report, carried
by both the People’s Daily Online'® and the Global Times, on a press conference given by
Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying (4 % %) in March. Hua was asked for
a response to a joint statement made by the foreign ministers of Australia and New Zealand

stressing the importance of transparency and accountability and calling on for United Nations

103 Wang accused the two Prime Ministers of making ‘irresponsible remarks, making baseless
accusations against China, wantonly interfering in China's internal affairs and seriously
violating international law and the basic norms of international relations’ (. =& M, X+ 5 T3
w7, METYFEANR, TEEREFREMERXREALN).

104 Bai and Li, "Australia and New Zealand joint statement wantonly interferes in China’s
internal affairs. Foreign Ministry: We're resolutely opposed. Bk & FHAEETH FERNK, 4%
e Bk R

105 The People’s Daily Online article reported on a second question asked of Hua at the same
press conference about New Zealand and Australia’s concerns about Xinjiang and support for
sanctions against by the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom and the European Union in
response to human rights abuses in Xinjiang. Hua responded by not mentioning New Zealand or
Australia individually but by criticising the ‘United States and its “Five Eyes” allies’ (£ E X £“H
R Bk B B R0).
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experts and independent observers to be allowed ‘meaningful and unrestricted access’ (5 &
X A% PR #77 [9]) to Xinjiang. She answered by speaking of Australia’s accountability
for ‘serious crimes’ (/ & 3£ 1T) committed by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan and asking
whether Five Eyes countries should consider sanctioning Australia, while also criticising
Australia for its ‘notorious “White Australia policy” (2 4 B¢ 3 i’ & ¥ I %) and treatment

of Aboriginal Australians. New Zealand, on the other hand, was not mentioned at all.1%

Conflict
There were, on occasion, times when New Zealand was criticised for its treatment of China

without its behaviour being attributed to pressure from the United States and its allies.

For example, following the New Zealand Parliament’s declaration that ‘severe human rights
abuses’ are being carried out against Uyghur people in Xinjiang, the Global Times published,
in its entirety, a statement from the Chinese Embassy in New Zealand. In the statement,
Parliament’s actions were described as ‘gross interference in China’s internal affairs, seriously
violating international law and the basic norms of international relations’ (# % T 3 & E i
B, EHREREMAER AR EAREN). New Zealand was urged to ‘respect objective
facts, immediately cease erroneous practices, and take practical actions to safeguard the overall
development of China-New Zealand relations” (¥ & Z W= 52, 1 EI{ZE 4R Mk, DASZ
AT 4 3 K R &R A )1

Similarly, Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson, Wang Wenbing’s response in May to

New Zealand and Australia’s ‘serious concern about the human rights situation in Xinjiang,
China,” (& # [E #7 58 89 A BUK L & 7~ ™ & % 17) and desire to see United Nations groups

106 "Foreign Ministry: Look at a map of the world and you’ll see that China has friends all over.
SR ES: BEMAME R, FENMARKT," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0324/c1002-32059941.html. Hua’s comments were also
published in the Global Times. See, "Australia calls on China to allow UN experts to be allowed
to visit Xinjiang. Hua Chunying: The door is always open, but how is the investigation into the
crimes of Australian soldiers in Afghanistan going? M"F-* T & E £ & B E X TFIHE, £45%:
14T %, BEREALEFETRETERELFET?," Global Times 2021,
https://world.huanqiu.com/article/42R8dBVlrgp.

107 "New Zealand Parliament passes Xinjiang-related motion. Chinese Embassy in New Zealand:
We urge New Zealand to respect objective facts and immediately halt its erroneous course of
action. A=W 2B LW BN FERHE=ZFIE: RERFMFEEENFEL, LREFLEHRBE"
Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqiu.com/article/42zye4dVMU1X.
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given ‘meaningful’ (FF & X ) access to Xinjiang was covered in all three media outlets. The
‘leaders of Australia and New Zealand” (# A F| L . #77 = 415 A) were said to be ‘making
irresponsible remarks’ (1%, = 3 M) and were both criticised for making ‘baseless accusations
against China, wantonly interfering in China’s internal affairs, which is a serious violation of
international law and basic norms’ (*f ¥ # Tig 45 5%, HETH FEAK, ZEE K EHFT
W fo B PR x % & A & ). New Zealand and Australia were urged to ‘stop making
irresponsible remarks and do more to benefit the development of bilateral relations and regional
peace and stability, and not the opposite.” (£ 1F % kK - 7w EW s @, £ #AFlT XiE %
AR BEAHR A FREWNE, WA £ RK)108

Another such example came from the China Business Summit in Auckland and was carried by
both Xinhua Net and the People’s Daily Online. At the Summit, Ambassador Wu Xi was
reported as saying that ‘issues such as Xinjiang, Hong Kong and Taiwan involve China’s
sovereignty, security and development interests and it will absolutely not permit any external
interference. It hopes that New Zealand will earnestly respect China’s core interests and serious
concern’ (¥T#. £, GEBFHAF R FEEN., TR RME, ®BIEFEMIN
KTW, BHAVEEE 72 0H A0 E A K 7).1

Several articles that reported on meetings between New Zealand and Chinese diplomats and
politicians included statements from Chinese representatives on sensitive issues, such as the
treatment of Uyghurs in Xinjiang. For instance, one article published in the Global Times, and
sourced from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, included statements such as, ‘Xie Feng

emphasised that issues related to Xinjiang and Hong Kong concern China’s sovereignty and

108 Zhuoyan Ma and Xin Cheng, "Foreign Ministry responds to Australian and New Zealand
leaders’ comments on China: Resolutely oppose gross interference in China’s internal affairs. 4h
REERNE, FHRFASEE Bk Kot A & T3 o B WK, Xinhua Net 2021,
http.//www.x1nhuanet.com/2021 06/01/c_1127515148.htm. "Foreign Ministry: The US is
recognised as the world’s foremost “hacking empire” and major stealer of secrets. /% #: % [E £
NN 2L BB EFTE F g B A F," People’s Daily Online 2021,
http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2021/0531/c1002-32118548.html; "Foreign Ministry responds to
Australian and New Zealand leaders’ comments on China: Resolutely oppose gross interference
in China’s internal affairs. /A X #HENEAF T, FERZFAFAFLETH: HETHFERNR, Bix
R At," Global Times 2021, https://world.huanqgiu.com/article/43LiL9iCXeC.

109 Guo and Lu, "New Zealand-China Business Summit explores new models for developing
bilateral trade. 1 70 = & [ & J & 233+ % B W % 5 #H#K."; Guo and Lu, "New Zealand-China
Business Summit explores new models for developing bilateral trade. #7792 & & & \L i& 2 F i+ 4
WA R #AE R
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territorial integrity and touch upon Chinese core interests, interference by foreign forces will
not be tolerated” (¥4 &M, Wig., WEFAHAEXTEIMMLTE, FRFHFZO
M, 124

B0 44 /7 T 77).110 Even more simply, in a Xinhua Net article, it was written that
‘China set forth its principled position on issues related to Hong Kong and Xinjiang® (9 77 [&
®T EWE. WA LR N L 37).11 Whether or not these statements had been
prompted by New Zealand raising concerns — either in the meetings or previously - was not

made explicit in the articles in which the statements themselves were reported.

Conclusion

This report has examined key themes present in the coverage of the New Zealand-China
relationship by the People’s Daily Online, Xinhua Net and the Global Times between the 1% of
January and the 1% of July 2021. The economic relationship between New Zealand and China
was depicted as resilient and mutually beneficial - the FTA upgrade signed between the two

countries in January was seen as highlighting this.

New Zealand was seen as striving to maintain an independent foreign policy. This stance was
said to be motivated by a commitment to its national interests, which were presented as best
served by maintaining a strong relationship with China. New Zealand’s independence, it was
argued, was a concern for other Western countries, the United States and Australia in particular.
Western countries were said to be pressuring New Zealand to disregard its national interests
and take a more oppositional approach to China. New Zealand’s pragmatic relationship and
positive engagement with China was often contrasted approvingly with Australia’s more

combative relationship with China.

The relationship between New Zealand and China was said to be a model that other countries,
particularly those in the West, should strive to emulate. There were, however, times when New
Zealand was rebuked for its criticism of China, although the specifics of its criticism were not

made explicit.

110 "Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng meets with New Zealand Ambassador to China Clare
Fearnley. fMsC # BB K Ut & & WHTH = I 4 K B .

111 "Shen Yueyue holds video call with New Zealand Parliament Deputy Speaker Rurawhe. %
G #H =W 28 KGR EFTUMAE," Xinhua Net 2021,
http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2021-03/19/c_1127230814.htm.
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The way that these media articulate the New Zealand-China relationship to their audience -
such as the importance of the New Zealand’s trade relationship with China, its commitment to
an independent foreign policy and the relative stability of its relationship with China when
compared to its Trans-Tasman neighbour — would, at least on the surface, be familiar to
consumers of news in New Zealand. However, there is a significant disconnect between their
presentation of the relationship and how it is depicted in New Zealand’s media. There is also a
considerable divergence in how New Zealanders, in general, view their country’s engagement
with China. These differences are particularly pronounced for certain issues that are central to
New Zealand’s relationship with China, such as New Zealand’s agency as an international
actor, definitions of its national interests, and the concerns that it holds and has expressed to
China. Having such significantly different narratives on these issues does, in some respects,
run counter to the notion that the two countries are engaged in a mature and resilient

relationship.

The media included in this report, while highly influential, are only three of many outlets in
China’s domestic mediasphere. Future research should focus on a broader array of outlets and
mediums to better understand the range of views of the New Zealand-China relationship that
the domestic Chinese audience is presented with. Additionally, a comparative study of New
Zealand and Chinese media coverage of the relationship would be of great value in uncovering

the similarities and differences in how the relationship is covered by media in both countries.
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