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 Associate in the Deal Advisory service line, based in the BDO Christchurch 

office. 

 12 years of experience, having joined BDO in 2013 in an Audit role before 

moving to Deal Advisory in 2017. 

 Advised across a range of sectors, specialising in providing the following 

services to clients:

• Financial modelling and forecasting

• Financial due diligence (both buy side and sell side)

• Valuation

• Financing proposals

• Data Analytics

• Forensic Investigations

Associate

Ben Keall



© BDO

New technology impacting our industry
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AI is the key talking point, with interest continuing to grow
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 Refers to the simulation of human intelligence in machines that are 

programmed to think and learn like humans. 

 These systems can perform tasks that typically require human intelligence, 

such as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and language 

translation. 

 AI encompasses various subfields, including machine learning, deep learning, 

natural language processing, and robotics.

 Importance in modern accounting:

• Routing task automation

• Enhanced Data Analytics

• Fraud Detection

• Predictive Analytics

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

So, what is AI?
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Typical use cases and applications in finance and accounting
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 Data Privacy

• Ensuring the security and privacy of financial data.

• Not only internal data, but client data and privacy act requirements.

 Ethical Concerns

• Addressing ethical issues related to AI use.

• Bias, transparency and accountability.

 Skill Requirements

• Need for upskilling professionals to work with AI technologies, including 

data analysis, critical thinking, communication and interpreting outputs.

 Avoiding Blind Reliance

• AI use as a tool, not a replacement for experience and understanding

Challenges and Considerations
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Current Applications of AI
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Other current GenAI uses
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Examples of how AI is being implemented in accounting
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 Automated Dashboards

• Real-time insights, highlighting 

value drivers

 Revenue Forecasting

• Incorporating non-financial data 

drivers (e.g. cattle’s diet, 

healthcare and farm 

characteristics)

 Financial Performance Predictions

• Variance analysis to predict 

trends, including financial 

distress

BDO Global Deal Advisory
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 AI Audit Platforms

• Enhanced audit quality and efficiency by analysing large datasets and 

identifying anomalies

 Documentation and Contract Review

• Identifying key terms, suggesting amendments to clauses and ensuring 

accuracy

 AI powered communications

• Internal ChatGPT solutions for commenting on client and sensitive 

information

• Learning of staff personas, communication styles and tendencies

AI in other Firms
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Current state of AI usage

 AI is becoming more integrated, automating routine tasks and enhancing our workflows. 

 AI is on track to transform the field of accounting, particularly in deal advisory. It 

enhances our efficiency and accuracy, but it is essential to maintain human oversight 

and understanding.

Looking Ahead

 In the near term, AI is being implemented with a view to compile, review and 

summarise data, while helping to check for basic errors. 

 AI will continue to evolve; we anticipate that we will continue to automate more tasks 

and processes. 

 While AI won’t be perfect, by become more integrated into our workflows the intention 

is to drive efficiency and focus on value-added tasks.

We do not expect AI to replace our jobs, but it is beginning to change the way we operate

Recap and Final Thoughts
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