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The Centre was established within the School of Ac-
counting and Commercial Law at Victoria University 
of Wellington in May 2001.   

The purpose of the Centre is to advance and apply 
knowledge germane to the accounting and legal profes-
sions, commerce and industry and the public sector 
through the development, conduct and dissemination 
of both fundamental and applied research in the areas 
of accounting, governance and taxation. 

The research process of the Centre is designed to en-
sure that its work is relevant, practical and contributes 
to development in the Asia-Pacific region. It brings 
researchers together with accounting and legal profes-
sionals, commerce and industry representatives and 
public sector representatives in ongoing discussion and 
exploration of issues, ideas and analysis of relevant 
work. 

 

REGISTRATION 

Registration Fee:   $495 (ex GST) 

To register for the conference please visit the follow-
ing website: 

 
For further information, please contact: 
Vanessa Borg at vanessa.borg@vuw.ac.nz 
Phone +64 4 463 5078  

Corporate and Public 
Governance –  

where to from here?  
Further information about the Centre is available at:  
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacl/CAGTR/CAGTRhomepage.aspx  

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacl/CAGTR/governance_conference/index.aspx  

The Centre for Accounting,  
Governance and Taxation Research 
proudly recognizes the sponsors of  

the Conference: 



Corporate and Public Governance –  
where to from here?  

Thursday, 27th November 2008 

5.30 pm – Welcome – Professor Bob Buckle 
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Dean 
Faculty of Commerce and Administration 

5.40 – 7.10 pm – Opening Plenary 
 
Jane Diplock AO 
Chairman, Securities Commission 

“Where governance went wrong -  
globally and in New Zealand” 

 
Kevin Brady 
Controller and Auditor-General 

"Public Sector Governance - a stock-take" 

7.10 – 7.30 pm – Cocktail drinks 

7.30 – 9.30 pm – DINNER 

Friday, 28th November 2008 

9.00 – 10.30 am – Corporate Governance 
 

Presenter:   Prof Stephen Taylor 
Professor of Accounting, University of Technology, Sydney 

“Corporate Governance, Accounting and  
Performance - is there an effect?” 

Commentator:  
Kerry McDonald, Company Director  

10.30 – 11.00 am – Morning tea 

11.00 – 12.30 pm – Public Governance  
 

Presenter:   Dr Graham Scott 
Former Treasury Secretary and consultant 

“Governance Reforms for Improved  
State Sector Performance” 

Commentator: 
Iain Rennie, State Services Commissioner 

12.30 – 1.45 pm – Lunch 

1.45 – 3.00 pm – Public Private Partnerships 
 

Presenter:   Prof Ronald Fischer 
Professor of Economics, University of Chile 

"Public Private Partnerships -  
an overview of the issues" 

3.00 – 3.30 pm – Afternoon tea 

3.30 – 5.00 pm – Panel Discussion - PPP 
 

Prof Lew Evans 
Professor of Economics, Victoria University of Wellington 
Prof Ronald Fischer 
Professor of Economics, University of Chile 
Tim Irwin 
Senior Economist, World Bank 
Moderator:   Prof Tony van Zijl, Director, CAGTR 
Professor of Accounting & Financial Management 
 

Saturday, 29th November 2008 

9.00 – 9.30 am –  Disclosure 
 

Presenter:   Thu Phuong Truong 
Lecturer, School of Accounting and Commercial Law 

“Management Earnings Forecasts -  
does corporate governance matter?” 

9.30 – 10.30 am –  SOE Governance  
 

Presenter:   Rob Cameron 
Partner, Cameron Partners 

“Is the Current SOE Model  
a Recipe for Failure?” 

10.30 – 11.00 am – Morning tea 

11.00 – 12.30 pm – Panel discussion -  
Review of the issues raised at the conference 
 

Roger Kerr 
Executive Director, NZ Business Roundtable  
David Shand 
Chair, Tertiary Education Commission 

Prof Stephen Taylor 
Professor of Accounting, University of Technology, 
Sydney 
 

Moderator:   Geof Nightingale  
Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers and 
Chair, CAGTR Advisory Board 
 
Closing remarks:   Geof Nightingale  
Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers and 
Chair, CAGTR Advisory Board 

Corporate governance and public governance have both 
been the subject of major reform in recent years.  Neverthe-
less, events such as the current global financial crisis and the 
continuing dissatisfaction with the performance of govern-
ments demonstrate that significant challenges remain.  This 
conference will review the reforms to date, consider govern-
ance issues at the intersection of public and private entities 
such as in public private partnerships and address how the 
structure and processes of governance might be further re-
shaped to achieve better outcomes for stakeholders. 


