Searching for greener pastures: 

Ukrainian business’ views on the ‘Other’
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In a country where large corporations, and the oligarchs behind them, control the lion’s share of the economy, Ukraine’s small and medium enterprises (SMEs) often complain of being overlooked. With few models to draw from in their own recent history, Ukrainian SMEs have tended to look outward for international examples of business systems. This lecture unpacks the mythology behind this construct of the ‘Other’, demonstrating how such international comparisons have both inspired and deflated the drive to create a strong SME ecosystem in Ukraine. Considering SMEs as a microcosm of wider Ukrainian society illustrates how myths of the ‘Other’ can impact ongoing social and political events on a national scale.
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