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In the last two decades, scholars have begun to challenge the typologies that informed nationalism research for much of the twentieth century, and most particularly the binary juxtaposition of civic v. ethnic nationalism. These binary dichotomies, as scholars revealed, were normatively charged: they served to justify nationalisms among “western” nations such as the United States and France but de-legitimizing those of “eastern” nations. Illiberal elements in supposedly “civic” nationalisms were obscured, the liberal aspects of allegedly “ethnic” nationalisms were ignored. In practice, most if not all nationalisms contained both inclusionary/progressive and exclusionary/reactionary features.
This workshop will take place on Tuesday 5 July 2016 in the Wood Seminar Room (OK 406) at the Kelburn Campus of Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand. 
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Abstracts
Sacha Davis

“ ‘East’ and ‘West’ in opposition: Discursive constructions of the civic-ethnic divide in Saxon Transylvanianism between the Wars

During the interwar period, the "Klingsor Circle" of German speaking intellectuals argued for the existence of a distinct Transylvanian patriotism that united the region's Saxons (Germans), Hungarians and Romanians, and separated them from their co-ethnics elsewhere. Transylvanianism, they asserted, was rooted in the region's landscape, distinct history, "Western" culture, and its tolerance of diversity. Therefore it required a system of government modelled on decentralised, pluralistic “Western” states such as Switzerland and Germany. This distinctive character, they argued, legitimised Transylvania’s autonomy from the rest of Romania, which they discursively marked as illiberal and intolerant, "Eastern" and "Oriental." The discursive structures of Transylvanianism closely paralleled Hans Kohn's (1944) later categorisation of “good” civic nationalism and “bad” ethnic nationalism, itself a reflection of broader debates about inclusion and exclusion, democracy and plurality in the Habsburg successor states. The civic-ethnic distinction provides a model through which to understand how Saxon Transylvanianists discursively constructed their relationships with their neighbours.

Alexander Maxwell (Victoria Univeristy of Wellington)

“Intolerant Civic Nationalism? Binary Dichotomies of Nationalism in the Kingdom of Hungary

Patriots in the Kingdom of Hungary routinely distinguished ethnic Hungarians from the collective citizens of the kingdom. Ethnic Hungarians or Magyars typically juxtaposed the “Hungarian Political Nation” with its constient “Nationalities,” “races” or “peoples.” Non-Magyar intellectuals, by contrast, argued that the Kingdom contained several different “nations,” and only intermittently acknowledged a Hungarian nation containing all Hungarian citizens. Though the “political nation” corresponds more closely to the putatively tolerant “civic nationalism” beloved of Anglo-American nationalism theorists, in the context of Habsburg Hungary, the “ethnic nation” concepts posited by non-Magyars better articulated the multi-ethnic tolerance that civic nationalism supposedly promotes.  

Jasper Trautsch (University of Regensburg)

“Has the U.S. Been an Inclusive Nation?

Reconsidering the Civic Nature of American Nationalism”

American nationalism is commonly cited as the ideal case of a civic nationalism based exclusively on political principles and open to any ethnicity and race, but actually had a strong ethnic foundation until well into the 20th century, American nationalism excluded most people of the world from becoming members of the American nation because of their race and ethnicity. These exclusionary practices resulted from the 1776 Declaration of Independence rather than contradicting it. Though American nationalism cannot be described as purely civic, it has nonetheless incorporated numerous ethnicities. The civic elements of American nationalism suggest that an allegiance to shared political principles has indeed helped integrate people of different ethnic and cultural backgrounds into a common nationality. Political conformity has pressured immigrants to adopt the values deemed “American” and exluded those people who challenged the existing political and economic order. Moreover, the importance of shared political principles has encouraged an aggressive foreign policy towards countries defying “American” values.
Irina Vladimirsky  (Achva Academic Collegue, Israel)
“Nationalism from Above:
Visual Representation of Nationalism in Imperial and Soviet Russia”
Russian and Soviet rulers tried to create Russian nationalism from above by putting together similarity and diversity. In the 18th century, the most famous example was the so called “ice palace wedding” during the reign of Anna Ioanovna. The guests represented numerous nations and ethnical groups of the empire, they arrived in their national costumes and pleased the public by ethnic cuisine, handicrafts, singing and dancing. The second attempt was made at the end of the 19th century through the publishing of the colorful and richly-illustrated nineteen-volume work “The Colourful Russia: Our Fatherland in its land, historic, tribal, economic and everyday life meaning,” a visual representation of the official nationalism put forward by count Uvarov in the mid 1850s. The last attempt was made by Stalin and it is still one of the most attractive tourist spots of Moscow, the magnificent Exhibition ground. Stalin obsessively pushed forward his vision of the national idea and creating of the Exhibition ground with its separate pavilions for every Soviet republic and three fountains. The official approach in all three instances was to combine two things which are practically impossible to combine.  
Conference schedule

10:45 am
Opening Remarks

Alexander Maxwell and Jasper Trautch 
11:00 am
The Civic-Ethnic Divide in Cultural Artifacts

Sacha Davis

“ ‘East’ and ‘West’ in opposition: Discursive constructions of the civic-ethnic divide in Saxon Transylvanianism between the Wars

Irina Vladimirsky  (Achva Academic College, Israel)

“Nationalism from Above:

Visual Representation of Nationalism in Imperial and Soviet Russia”
12:15  
Lunch break

1:30 pm
Civic Nationalism and the limits of Tolerance
Alexander Maxwell (Victoria Univeristy of Wellington)

“Intolerant Civic Nationalism? Binary Dichotomies of Nationalism in the Kingdom of Hungary
Jasper Trautsch (University of Regensburg)

“Has the U.S. Been an Inclusive Nation?

Reconsidering the Civic Nature of American Nationalism”

2:45 

Round Table Discussion: The Merits of Civic Nationalism?

6:00 

Conference Dinner
