
New Zealand Boobslang  
 

Boobslang, or the argot of New Zealand prisons, was the subject of a PhD study completed in 
2001 by Diana Looser of the University of Canterbury, Christchurch. Although prison argot is a 
feature of prison communities in general, Looser found the New Zealand variety to be specific. The 
thesis, in two parts, examines the sociological and lexicological context for boobslang, along with a 
lexicon containing approximately 3000 entries, compiled from interviews with inmates in all New 
Zealand prisons. Details of some of Looser’s findings can be found in: 
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