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@N@W@wm@m AND MATERIAL
FOR em.?omﬁz@ READING IN ENGLISH
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-
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Reading exereises

A good languege eaching exorcise dOSS the foilowing things ¢

1 It interests and chailenges the learners:

2 Tt gives the learners o ot of useful language work :

1t ?9..&8 plenty of ovmoﬁwcp.ﬁ. for learnind and repetition.

3 Ty does not give the teachol too much work 10 do either

?o%ﬁ.ﬁm. or marking

at somé exercises f0F teaching ceading. YoOu can decide

teaching exercises OF not.

1 Queslions. A comin ading is 0 give questions after @

passase for the learners 10 answers Usunlly the {earners have 10 answer i

English. This cxercise makes the lcarners paY atiention 10 fanguage- They have
o to find he answers to the

1o yead ihe questions and have t0 read the passag

in cqﬂuﬁ.ﬁmv
Let us ook

if they até good language
on way of testing T©

ﬁﬁamﬁomw. Ther they Use English 10 write the ANSWELS: The excreise makes the
s work hard to find the answers and they certainly have to write the
st studenis find that writing i Eaglish 18 difficult.
a guesilon in Bnglish than it

tearner
answers i Eoglish. Mo
Often il takes more time t0 write the answer 0
does to find the answer 0 the passngc gometimes teachers make €asy ques-
tions 8O that the fearners just have to COPY {he apswel from the passages But

useful. 1t does not renlly

if the questions are too casy the exercise is not very

fest ths studenis’ cnannwﬁws&pm of the ceading passass One way of avoiding
the problem 15 to let {he learners write their answers il the Boﬁsﬁ-ﬁosmzm. A
(Laufer, 1978) compared the learning done bY students wheo
wrote answers in Bnglish with the jearning done by stodents who wrole in the
mother-totgue. The experiment showed that answer in e questions in the mothet
1ongue did ot have & bad orfect on the reading kit of the siudents. The
found that e sludents were qappies pecause they folt it was & fairey

way 10 check their reading. The giudents also had more Lime for ceading
because they did notl gpend 2 long time writing answets Tnglish. if the
exoreise 18 sometimes difficult 10 mark because

1earners quswer il English the
in thet answers. if the

the students make gramiar and spelling mistakes
answers  2I¢ in the mother sier, 1t the questions are in

~ODgue, marking is en
the mother-tongue (he cxercise is casier tO make. Yes/NO questicns and Truef
False gentences 4ré yeyy ©85¥ to mark. in fact, the students can casily mark
their owi work from an answer KeY-
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Usually i
) questions com
use 'before questions’ and ins ¢ &t the end of a passage. S
the passage or part of il erted questions. 'Before az. ome reading courses
8 the i estio H
reads the questions (usualiy passage which contains the ns are given bofore
passage fo find the a y no more than 2 or 3 questi enswers. The student
ANSWC 10ns)}
has 1o answer, he reads th rs. Because the learncr knows w# and then reads the
tpe of reading we passage wilh 2 pur ie questions that
¢ as reading with " pose. West (1941) d e he
a searching attitude . W ceerites ikis
. West believ
ed that

reading wit
g with a se i
searching atti
comprehension 'Ins Hma adtitude was very important in. i
, erted ¢ . ant in im :
estions are put after cach wmnofnm speed and
d aragrapl

h or aft
er

every five .
or six sente
3 . ’ nces In thi
sion while they read this way the students can check
ad. ¢ ck their
compreh
cn-

~- _ Yy . H H e}
£ m._. meat W y u O x
/\HO 1t
5 ngli h T 1
T W ic ¢ u:.aﬂ t T sh wWo
_.&m have man :_mJﬁ:._MM TO
d :.— (M

mean Wu 0 a4
T J\_ W v
or i /34 Going 10 can mean 4.
re meanings cause seri (n) or masay . These
K eriou ) . WOr .
English. Students need to | s problems for students wh ords with two or
ing i . earn . who ar i
£ is being used. For 9“.::, | to recognize the signals H_Sﬁ. ¢ learning to read
) ple, when going to is wo:oénm. cmroé whick miean-
y a noun goi
going io

et

mrn shop, it means %1, Wh
e e . cn i i

means n1&dag. The following B e 1 i
. v a verb,

meaninzs of & word

Make

exercise g goi o si

gt covet s ng

gives practice in %m:wmimw.p B
ng  two

he erb aKe ni CYEry nes a I S W ) rou Lo
T ¥ =3
has py
SCY I nings his cx
KCreise W o
T

recognize L
wo of thei
heir meani
1eanings. The iwo meanings l
5 s have nw
nbers

in front of
of them. Wri
. rit oy
same meanig as in 1 %_p nest to each senience whes
- 14 ’
make has the same m n.oé. Vicite 2 next {o cacl make has the
You Tind the right eaning as in 2 below. Use tl ach sentence where
ght meaning ' he grammar 1
£. o heip

1 AMT——AG rTu noun He H._._nmaﬁ a decision

2 make
ake 4 noun 4 adjective

( )

I made him angry.
Work makes me tired

nol— ini
m.—m._: stem She m _
[+ S n.._nmﬂ me leave.

a. John Dal
alton mad

R ade the atomic (b

o 8 \cor
b o E.o%oEo has made many ;M . &
d. Then air made the balloon ri wavaneer. (1)
¢ :ﬂ:.m:. he made a bad Emerg e O
. , ] axe,
§ makes me aanoyed. () <)

w t _.Q a lot of 018¢e,
1¢ OT:.Q_.WB. maae _. 1n01% m
v

You are .
t making it .
h They made him do —.MO o%ﬁwurnﬁna. ()

Read
mg always
makes me
sleepy.  (

)
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.01 like 10 make 10¥S- ()
A teachet ¢4t find the words that cause problems for his students
Qomie SOIMMON words that cause

y asking them t0 {ransiate passages into That,
heir different meanings ue S Q.;Eur cmeOmmEoH

mecnaﬁwﬁsm&:m pecanse of U

SNy

be, it, hers have, See.

- . - v M H "
This 1ype of exercise ottt also be used with points of gramumat that

are jmportant in reading. nost of the sentences in the gxercise ghouid be

taken from the reading pAsSAZe:

The f(irst word in am, is, Q1€
am, 2 -

yerb, This verb usualily nas-ed
m arc pass-

The passive
The passive is a group of t

4 the next word 18 2
entences- gome ©f the

P passive. = nol the passive.
The first WO are don

wo words.

was or were an
——— —

=
or—en Of the end. flere are SOME S

jve, some are not.
Vrite P or N after ench sentence.
The wotk is finished. )
John is happy ™
One of bis legs WS broken. { }

givon SOMC money. & Y

1.

2.

3.

4. We wett

5, The boys ar¢ cleaning their teath. b
&.
7.
8.
9.

¢ for you.

Eyeryone pushed. ']
It was written quickly ()
ted at the picture. ()

He poin
I am wﬁmimna. { )
10. Tyerything Was mixed together ()
e well but they have

Learnes$ con often read sentend

rend a passage- The {ollowing exercise nelps the {earncis
are oo::ooﬁaa to each other in meaning by words like
f idea of singulas and plural. Sentences
d other words that refer

3 Which words?

S EAey
difficulty when they
see hOW sentences
The exercise ajso helps teac
which atready contain pronouns, an
ed are listed after the passass.

profouns.
from the passase
to things already mention

Which words?
All the (ollowing Srovps of words arc taken from the pass
words have 2 fine under tbem- Find othe? words in the
(ake their place. The first one is answered for you.

(the farmer)

1. He had met his wile..

age. Some
passage Lo

2, they 1oved each ather

i

4 go that it would 80 Casier.

)

4., he got in the cart

easy (O make. It can very quickly e writien OB

This kind of cxcreise is very
22
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4 Cloze Th
a e cloze excrei
H i xercise can
fere is an example of a part ,m be used as a test or as a |
a part of a cloz as a learning exerci
M A Lid. .
The casiest way is ¢ lest. g exereise,

alwa

e DECT — ays the best wi

A cause something is diffi £y,
: value it g is diffiocult_.

e MOTEL L

m_.:w_..w. fifth wo rd oe anen o ( o og the ¢ lear s have
o T .m.—u.w G n e m.r n out H. a readh passe
._ - . ‘. _ _ m. _ m_ — £ “. m ».U :n :.p H arer —n

the rﬂD_..Qm. This mm a very UGOQO.& | O—.un Y .on. dinge Hm_U MM m~ | W _. m. .
nO.._QWHuw _._.,_.O_.HUQT». m_m Lo :_.0 ﬁm.—ﬁOwwv “.._O_. aht :ﬂ” Yy :m { - | X .— | | are hm:..

. . : — et . HU ; . MH ._.ﬁmmw hov 0~Om® the

a ‘ Un : d H.HMﬁ like d..—.—umm HTQHO ar

.h..D Omw:uﬁw w@n_OQm The W OHQM must UO r——zﬁnm out ..._.n.-OO_Q 12 loa plan. m<ﬂm.u‘ M.:,—.T

word can be Ie
. ?>9M”_.Eo_,. every sixth or seventh eic i
g, O é.ww mnmﬁ.z to show each u:.mw. aeE e e
accept only the words ;« s Lo aocept any good E:.“wu N otten way i to
fast way is the casiest m.o_iéw e ety tho same .;6“.. o 1o, T
the teacher and gives :_o,m;“”w oucw s
1 result. That is, the

marks of i
he learners .
wi ;
”séwm_ but the learners will __ rw different when you .
is much easier to mak be in the same job ,r“m : mark in the two different
ake. A H as a  multi .
ccording 1o Anderson :@.‘.C_:__E?o:oan test and
the relatior
ation between

the result
ults of a
a cloze test
. a .
passage is as lollows nd results of a multiple~choi
' ~choice test on 1
e same

Cloze
Multipte—choi
above 53 %mm&n:o_no Difficulty of pass
- <l aoce
44%-53% 75% go0d for reading alons

h. ! &
WOOQ or —0 1ning
ng :~ test, — = »
, MIS-SP :HB S I H.T.
cl 5 th d must
__.4—_.05 magking e e g5 do not lo [+ 1 U_.—w € WwWoros S

be gra .
ammatical]
ally correct. .
skould show 1f they are si q.r_n:. is the words should be tl
¢ inguiar or ¢ the cor
plural rrect tense, a
- , and

less than 44%

When the teacl

ac : 1€I U

Emnm”o any words that can MM “_.5 cloze est as a way of teachi

Tt &Na vm.mmmmn quickiy and paces. The learners should aching, he should

o est if the learners fi hen reread it while filling i read through all

: iil all the casiest words mnwnm “a::_w TPty Spaces.
and then go back to

3 [+ Q_.:o =1
: HO.E:. on i d gLve reason Q
aga y
d m. _HG MGWHSGHU mTO—.& tr
1 m
tr H:ﬂ no; es | d HA I 5 »a
T

heir choices when th
s ew ki !
mu”. HM.MBW; hen ﬁ, omrr@ _M%W:m discussed. After discussio
e cwﬂm e e uzu_um_ passage to see if :6:.; ﬂ.wﬁ.::u nange
ww\.., also Mzﬁ .3‘ a short line h.MH way. The number of _o:oemamwﬁanm o
- S short Jine for each letter, The first lett E‘nmo_p ot
y also fill the empty mu;nown.on womor o
B in the English
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passage W

exercise

to gues!

language-

A A Y
o o st By a5al
way of asing tbe cloze

er-tongue- This
word from the

om their mot
g the meant

o in guessid ne of @

ith words t

gives fearnets practic

gontext.
A cloze exercise ¢t pe mads with the words writtett in code. 10 an
ordinary cloze 1eshy fow learners get morc than 30% correct. Yihen the words
e not 1eft outy put arc written in code, the chante of mo:..:ﬁ a 100% sCOTC
ie much highet- Here is 80 example.
best Way- &8

y is Z& always the
4 & do we
1o guess they hel
attention io the

value 1t (7 more..

The easiest Wi
p the leainets

thing 18 difficult
do are quite easy
the learner

because Some

The first words in €0
s the other words- Code makes
These puzzles
1y was & very hot T&om
tired. 1 asked one student

famous pook 10 the class.
ith o very tired voic, vhen

g gIve close

to make.

arc very ©asy
¢ students EYAY

Many of th
gg read 2 piece T
5@ did this very showly

om finished *

tom 1

and W

asked him about the meaning £ the piece fie just

cend. His answel ) &Ta@ the class laugh. " am
20 7 O&E

" e said,” f TE (=0

$OrLY, m.:,_
32 #a@@%:@.

(£5 psG( (=

ding Bmemlm#
o read well, he

Rea
¢ thinks it s important for bis

i o teache
o that there is pienty of reading material fo
¢ inside the classToom and at home.
ding matesial in the classzaont
rge numbert of different

kept in & box.
picce of paper.
vocabulary

earness L
; the fearnets i€

needs O pe sur

use. Reading ca
A teacher can

a be don
provide plenty of rea
ade of 2 1a

A reading hox is ™
s and eRercises which are usually

croises is O

by using & reading DO%
reading passages with question
jons and e

Fach passass with its quest
of reading box the passages avecall att
evel. The questio

In the gimplest tYpe

and  structuil tevel. The guestions and structui® 1

s with cnch e usually BcEEonoﬁc.—n? (rue/false, OF 50M0
is easily md printed on
paper whi

24

a a separate
he saune
as  and

passage ¥
rked. The passages and

¢h are put in

cxeroise
questions are

other t¥Pe that
thick cards, Of

5o, if there

on pieces of plastic bags.

\uﬁ._,.m,. H
uaﬂ u_.w_u._u“aﬂﬁ:.: Na
oalu

are fifly diff
erent passages i
“ECs 1n n?m @OA
x then there
are fifty diffe
rent cards o
r

At the beginni
aad reads it. Each _MHMHM of the reading lesson, cach lear
he answers the questions M_nu%.u different passage. ¥When _E: .E.wam a passage
mark his own work. En, 0es ﬁ.__c exercises and then gets “u finishes reading,
in the box and takes mzo.._“.u:a his result on a graph, He th 1e answer sheet Lo
The learner can read ﬁn_, one, 8o, cach learner can B.ﬁa: mc.a e passtee
":.6 all of the same :w<£A:Mﬁ ﬂu.mm.w_mom at one levet in "Ew. o“# b o spect
himself, and puts his resul ifficulty, He works by Esmﬂﬂ. o beoauss they
easy. He checks the Hﬁ:nom Mm on his graph himself, The t : Ew:.rd his work
MARK THEIR WORK o ts' graph to seec their progress cacher's 100 is very
. eamore wilt st wswﬁm RESULTS IN Emu os,. but HE DOES NOT
1. The teacher docs :o., nrﬁ.o are many advaniages of EZ wOO.N. If e does
lessons or to give hel 0 E.cnr work. He is fece to © reading box.
p to individual learners. mark work from othes

o

The lear
arners work
by themselves and learn
h to be ind
ependent

3. The m i
aterial is
very ¢
heap. Each learner does not |
have 1o hs
ave a

book of reading pe
the reading cov,mmﬂwmmwmmw. Each year the teacher can ad
teachers can make #“MWH_“H.QE material better. A th_“.noum material o
are needed. If they are u.Eﬁ..::. m.vn_u‘ one or {wo copics owwon a group of
years. A bos with 100 m._,_: thin plastic bags they will Hnunw exercise
ifferent exercises could keep a EMMM P_z. many
class busy

for a
a very long ti
timeg. Tt
o ‘ e icar
fien very eXpensive arners do not need to buy book
. oks which
are

4l work P c! 3
heir o k3 mﬁ& 1 ordina readin MUOA SHWHO arc
Le tENers w at their wn 3 n an i Ty
g

several lev
vels so that I
. ea
ability, The better lea raers can work according to thei
arner: heir k
s can wse more difficult mat knowledge and
crial than th
e others.

. h { S n e the lea I nieres 1 c1r Qgr
5 The o ph i d
= 1ak te th 25!
learners P
1 rog 3

To make ki
his own readi
ding box the teacher buys some b
me books of
read-

ina
g passages th
hat  have
a c
omplete reading passage (with
with exerci
ises) on on
{+

page. {See f
or example E)
ementary Stories for Reprod:
roduction and E
lementar
Y

Comprehensi
hensicn Picces
b,
”.m.m.Zu:o:. Onford G:M L.AHill, Longmans; Speed Read
versi ’ eading

p the book and puts cach m:.w. mmamm. Kuala Lumpur) ﬁ_:u by E. Quinn and

page in a plastic bag wsnm mn~M teacher then cuts

als the bag. B
ag. Because

25
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egch earner can read a different

s all at the same level;
new passage. In this

%k {hem aud then take @
ut twenly paht each can give enough
hours. & good project for a
go with the

the @vmmmmnm ar
do the exercises, mar
¢ three tooks cosilng abo
verasl classes for several

would be 10 make exercises 10
caled in the plastic bags with the prssages

ges can be &
stions to be answered in he mother-tongli®

passags;
way just TwWe @

reading material for 8¢

teachers SUmMCt cOurse
These grercl
Bxercises like que

which meaning? and which words? can be used.
’ lllll'.llcllll'l
TReading puzzles Can also be pul into plastic bags:

ading puzzles.
e based 0D describing the

passages:
from the books:
Here are some

examples of T¢

This is 2 puzzl
makes the learnets read

make others 1ike this.
They are Johp, Juck,

positions of people places
of things. it the material carefully many
trimes. It is aot difficult 10
There are five chitdren in 8 1aCe
Joseph, James and Jim.
joseph is o the middle.
john is ihe fast.

James is betweel John and Joseph.

Yim is between Joseph and Jack.

Questions
1. Who came first in the race?

7. Who came second in the race?
3. ‘Who came third in

4. Who came fourth 1
n the race?

the race?

n the race?

5. Who cam® last i

Here is another puzzle.

Jim and pary are g0
Jack and Lucy are going t© {he pictures.
Jack and Mary wear their new shoes.

Jim and Lucy wear their old shoes.

g to the dance.

Questios

{, Here is a boy. He i ance in his old shoes.

s going to the d

26
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Who is he?

. 0 18 ng to wear 0 Q to 1€ PLCLL ?
Ol
W T ﬁ WTOOM
2 Wh 1 Iesy

3. Who is go1ng 1o w oW g nce?
1 t ear new shoes t ﬁ?@ Qm.
= i

The What is it?
. ete.

a word i exercise can .
. in the passage) or it can b be .58 with a passage (th
escribed. The learners m e a reading exercise on it © answer is
ust, try to guess what it is .“E_ mﬁoéd. wos._oﬁm::w
. The first sent
ences do

not give v

ery much i

. informati

is an example. ation so that the learnners must

read mo
re. Here

It is big. |
g. It cosls
some ‘people own a lot of money. Some people owr
a city. Tt has .En:.o than one. We can see m 1 one,
Usaally fou our wheels. ft can travel very [ any of them in
r or fi rery fast.

kept in live people cap ridein it . t

. a garage at night it. It is usually
what is 12 ’ i

Puzzles Hk
4 ike these arc
. + Very us cerci
gbout what they read eful exercises for making learner i
] er think car
arefully

Simplifi
ied reading b
ook ;
g books, also known as graded d
1 readers, are
very

importapt in a readi
[ a reading o i
e ém&%:%ﬂ Simplified readers are sto
- . ¥ i H. . |
_,.r.o Longmans Stiuctural hey are available at differe ! tevesof diiculy
dilferent words. So if An_n e e o ﬁzm e oy 0
< I3 s .
1ead any book at this lev w::.h et mow<o_ . ety
. oirner Lnows most of thes words, he can easil
: e, Here are he titles at that level ’
‘ ke Flying Spy |
M.Wn mozmo necar the Sca
n ; it
‘ Station after the Last Stati
ate and the Clock o

hodﬂ— T
fov 0 uses a v
_92 wn.:_n 1,100 words, level wnmg_ug of 500 words, lev
et serics of aam::&, five 1,500 words, and L ' .3 three 750 words,
the Ladder series ?im.”wmgma ate the Oxford G:T.nw,.i sx 1,800 words, Ot-
1,000, 2,000, 3,000, 4,000 .SM:.W. OM_%mm Delta, readers
: 000 word levels) mnm

the New M
cthod §
2,300 and 2 upplementary R
and 2,500 word te y Readers (with 48
vels} 0, 750, 1,000, 1
. s Ly , 1,400, 1,800

It is be
st {0 bu 5
& stu . y a few copi
st n_..nE reading a book he ca o_w ies of many different titles
read. Reading simplified n change it for one {hat & , so that when
ed books is sometimes called nother student has
t extensive readi
ing

because
the learner
. s ho no
wo erjoy the story. In mﬁmﬁ:mmoaa to read carcfully and thoro
1ater > o .
a.mnw:u_. While reading th ive reading, the students sh ughly, but just read
ictionary. For this re g they should not have to | wo:E read a lot of easy
as ao
on, the students should read bo mw many words in_ the
oks that contai
in vocabu~
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lary that they aiready know. Extensive reading .m:o_.._E.vo reading for pleasure.
It should be a reward for leasning. The teacher can tell the learncss, because
you know these words youcan now easily read these books. .

. Km»m.anm?a rending can be ornn_nom..mn various-ways. The most impor-
(it things ‘about thess ways are that they "4 not  take too much of the
learfiers' ‘time away from reading, and that they do not ask for a detailed
knowledge of the contents of ‘the books. :

1. The teacher write a very shori summaiy of the book.
2. The teacher ‘prepares o multiple-choice test of the main ideas in each book.

When a learnmer finishes # hook he does the test;, ‘marks it himself, and puts
his results on a graph :

3, The teacher asks each leasner individually about the story
4, The learners fili in a lorm about the book.

Here is anh example.

Title

" Writer

Level of
the book

Time taken.
to read the
book

The reader’s

opinion about
the book

The difficulty
_.of -the ‘hook

A final word o . . »

o Studenis Eo.:wo@ to succeed in reading il they have plenty of interesting
malerial that is not too difficult for them. This article has described ways in
which teachers can ‘prepare their own materinl without spending too much
money. This work is easier if teachers work together and share material. A

good reading exercise can be used by many teachers for many years.
References: SR ” e .. .
Anderson, Jonathan. 1978 "Selecting a Suifable Rédder: Peocedures for Teachers
" to ‘Asscis Language Difficulty.” RE.L.C Journal. 2(2) 35-42.
Laifer, Batia.1978. "An Experiment in Teaching Reading Compichension with
. Written Answers in the - Mothet—tongue. " Sysiem. 6 (1):11-20. . .

k. b )

West, Michael. 1941, Learning o Read a Foreign Language. London: ro:msmym.,.

28




