ontrol Ing
he teacher

Paul Nation describes an activity where the students take
control and play an active role in improving their listening.

Teaching listening often becomes testing listening because the spoken word is so
transitory that it is gone before we can help our learners to perceive and
comprehend it. The use of tape recorders gives learners some control over what
they hear because they can stop the tape or play it back when they need to. The
exercise described here is an attempt to turn the teacher into a flexible and
intelligent tape recorder so that the learners gain control of the listening material.
When the learners have this control, listening exercises can become learning
exercises. Let us look first at an example of the exercise and then examine its
features, variations, and benefits.

Andrew Hassan, English Language Centre, Have
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Benefits
Controlled listening has the following benefits:

? The learners are not passive. They must ask questions and take an active

@ part in the lesson to ensure that they get the necessary information.
Hopefully this attitude to learning will transfer to other parts of the English lesson
and to other subjects.

¥ The exercise prov;ides the opportunity for repeated attention to spoken
# language. This attention is purposeful and highly motivated.

E The learners can give their attention to what they find difficult. Thus they
can make efficient use of their learning time.

The learners are helped to master a strategy that will help them in their
i learning and use of language.

Controlled listening is an attempt to put some of the control of learning where it is
needed - with the learners. When the learners have control, they can adapt the
pace, repetition, and explanation of material to their own requirements, In this
way, listening becomes a learning activity.

Paul Nation has taught at the English Language Institute, University
of Wellington, New Zealand for over 20 years. He is particularly
interested in teaching methodology and vocabulary learning.

| infernafional
Coimbra, Porfugal

25th Anniversary 1992/93

We would like to hear from as many ex-IH Coimbra teachers
as possible as we are planning a commemorative
magazine with articles about Coimbra
over the past 25 years.
if you were once a teacher in Coimbra, please get in touch.

Rua Antero de Quental, 135, 3000 Coimbra, Portugal
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