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Fire on the Mountain is the story of a boy called
Sugeng. He lives on the island of Java in Indonesia.
But one night the fire on the mountain near his
home changes his life. He loses his home and his
family. He goes to town and makes some new
friends. Many new and strange things happen to
him before he finds his family again.
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His name was Sugeng. ‘Sugeng’ means ‘happy’
or ‘safe’, but Sugeng’s life was not always happy
or safe.

There were many people in Sugeng’s family. He
had five brothers and four sisters. But one of his
sisters died when she was only two months old.
One of his brothers died when he fell from a tree.

Sugeng’s family.

a .ﬁM.

There were many people N.:.
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Sugeng’s family lived near a mountain. This was
a dangerous place because sometimes fire and rocks
came down from the mountain. But the land was
good and there was a lot of water.

Sugeng was happy on the farm. He had a lot of

mean(s) safe life family only

2 faliffelll mountain dangerous qdnE.i land come(came]
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work to do, but he liked his work. Because he was
small and strong he climbed coconut trees to get
the coconuts. He took the cows to the river to
wash them. Sugeng liked the river very much. He
rode on the back of one of his cows and swam in
the river with them.

He rode on the back of one &Q:w cows .

One night, just after the family went to bed,
Sugeng heard a loud noise. It was like the noise of
thunder before the rain comes. But there was no
wind. The noise came again. This time it was
louder. Then his father cried, ‘It’s the mountain.
Quick. Run to the river.’

Sugeng ran outside. In the dark he could see
the mountain. A river of fire was moving down
the side of the mountain. Sugeng could hear the
rolling sound of the rocks when they came down
the mountain. He could hear the noise of the trees
as the fire burnt them.

strong climb(ed) take(took) ride(rode) get swim(swam)
loud -er(louder) dark can(could) move(moving) sound burn(t) 3



A river of fire was moving down the side of the mountain.

All his family were watching. Sugeng’s father
said, ‘Get some things from the house. We can't
stay here. The fire will be here soon.” Sugeng ran
to the house again. He put on his clothes.

There was a lot of noise outside by now. People
ran about and called to each other. It was very
dark. Sugeng felt afraid. He looked for his mother
and father, but there was no one in the house. He
went outside and called, ‘Father! Mother!” But no

one heard him.

4 .E.c?ﬁ:.& will each other run(ran) feel(felt) go(went)

Sugeng started to run. Many people ran down
the side of the mountain, away from the river of
fire. Sugeng became more afraid. He could not see
the road. He just ran. Several times he fell. When
he was tired, he stopped. He could run no more. He
lay down near a banana tree and he went to sleep.

He [ay down near a banana tree and went to sleep.

several tired lieflay) 5
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Sugeng Goes to Town

He woke up when the sun came up. He felt cold
and hungry. He looked around him. Not far away
there was a house. He looked at the mountain. He
could still hear the noise of the mountain and he
could see the fire. He could not go back there. It
was too dangerous.

Sugeng walked to the house. It was quiet. He
called, but there was no answer. The door was
open. Sugeng looked inside. He could not see
anyone. ‘Perhaps the people have run from the fire
too,” he thought. Sugeng had a drink and he took
some bananas. He started to walk.

He came to a town as night fell. This was Sugeng’s
first time in a town like this. The town was not
big, but it seemed big to Sugeng. At first he did
not feel afraid. He liked the many lights and the
noise of the town. In some of the shops music
played loudly. Along the street people sold many
different things, fruit, clothes, cups and glasses,
food. When Sugeng saw the food he felt hungry.
But he had no money. He stood near one of the
food-sellers. She was an old woman. The rice and

hungry around quiet perhaps think(thought)
6 first seem(ed) music sell{sold} fruit seefsaw) stand(stood)

The town was not big but it seemed big to Sugeng.

other food were in big black pots in front of her.
Sugeng stood and looked at the food. The old
woman saw him.

‘What do you want?’ she said.

‘T'm hungry.’
Do you have any money?’

‘No,” Sugeng answered.

‘Where do you come from?”

‘My home is near the mountain. I had to leave
because the mountain was angry.’

‘Where are your mother and father?’

‘T don’t know. Perhaps they are dead.” Sugeng
began to cry.

‘Here, sit down by me,” said the old woman. She
took a clean piece of banana leaf. She put some rice

4
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on it and then some other food.

‘Eat this!” she said. Sugeng ate hungrily.

Sugeng sat and ate his food. The seller was busy
with other people. Then she took her pots. She put
them on her back and she left. All the other sellers
left too. It was late. The streets were quiet. Some
people lay down in front of closed shop doors. They
were going to sleep.

Sugeng felt tired. He found a place and lay down.
Sugeng went to sleep quickly. In his village he
sometimes slept outside when the night was warm.

Sugeng woke when the sun came up. He was
hungry and dirty. There was nowhere to wash. He
went to look for his friend, the food-seller. She was
not there. He walked slowly about. The street

Sugeng ate hungrily.
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became busier. People on bicycles passed on their
way to work. No one looked at Sugeng. Shops
opened. People cleaned in front of their shops.
When Sugeng stopped to look in one of the shops,
the shopkeeper told him to go away. Sugeng
walked on. He felt hungrier.

He saw some poor people. Some sat near the
shops. When a person came out of a shop, they
asked him for money. Sometimes they got some
money. Sugeng tried too, but no one gave him
anything. He walked along the street and he tried
again. He stood in front of the market. Still no
one gave him any money. Suddenly he felt a hand
on his arm. He turned around. A boy stood there.

‘What are you doing here?’ he said to Sugeng.
‘This is our place.” Some other boys moved around
him. One of them pushed Sugeng.

‘This place is ours. You can’t ask for money
here.” One of them pushed him again.

‘Take him away from here, Kardi,” said one of
the boys. This boy was older than the others.

‘O.K. Edy,” said Kardi. A big boy held Sugeng’s
arm.

Sugeng was angry now. He pulled his arm away,
and the fight started. Sugeng was small, but he was
strong. Kardi was strong too, but he was not strong
enough. Soon Kardi was on the ground with blood
on his face.

‘That’s enough,” said Edy.

‘What'’s your name?’

become(became) pass(ed) tell(told) sit(sat) try(tried) market
sudden(ly) turn{ed) push(ed) hold(held) fight(n) ground blood enough 9



‘Sugeng.’

‘Do you want to work with us?’

‘Give me something to eat and we can talk about
it,” said Sugeng.

‘That’s enough.’

10 talk

3

Sugeng Makes some Friends

The next day Edy gave him his first job. He went
with Kardi to eating places. Kardi was his friend
now. They cleaned people’s shoes. They had to give
half of the money to Edy. They kept the rest for
themselves. Sugeng was happier, but he wanted to
be with his family.

After a few days Edy gave him some newspapers
to sell. Sugeng worked with Yanto. They tried to
sell the newspapers for a lot of money. They could
sell the newspapers for fifty rupiahs and they could
still have some money for themselves. But they
always asked for one hundred rupiahs. Sometimes
people gave them a hundred. When this happened
Sugeng and Yanto had a big meal.

Yanto’s mother and father were dead. He lived
in his brother’s house. Sugeng sometimes went
there to sleep. On other nights he slept under a
bridge.

One day when Sugeng was on the street with
his newspapers, a man walked past. Sugeng looked
at him. ‘That’s my father,” thought Sugeng. He
ran after the man. The man walked into a busy

half keep(kept) rest -self(themselves)
give(gave) newspaper(s) happen(ed) meal bridge past 11



A man walked past.

shop. Sugeng could not see him. He waited outside
and he looked at every face. Then he saw the man
again. The man came nearer. Sugeng ran to him.
‘Father!” he cried. The man looked down at him.
Sugeng stopped. It was not his father. Sugeng felt
very sad. He walked slowly away. ‘My father and
mother are dead,” he thought. ‘I am alone now.’
The next morning, Edy said to Sugeng, ‘Come
with us. We’ve got another job.” Sugeng, Kardi,
Edy and Yanto went into a shop. Edy said to the
man in the shop, ‘I want to see some knives.” The
man went to get some knives and he showed them
to Edy. Edy talked to the man and they looked at
the knives. Kardi went near the back of the shop.
The man could not see Kardi there, but Sugeng

12 knife (knives)

watched him. Kardi took something and put it
under his shirt.

Kardi took something and put it under his shirt.

‘These knives are too expensive,” said Edy. ‘Tl
look in another shop.” And they all walked out of
the shop.

‘Have you got it?” Edy asked. Kardi pulled out
a screwdriver from under his shirt. He gave it to
Edy. ‘Good,” said Edy.

But you didn’t give the man any money for it,’
said Sugeng. Edy just laughed. Sugeng did not say
anything more, but he did not feel very happy.

They walked to the market. In front of the
market, Edy said, ‘Kardi, Yanto, you know what
to do. Sugeng, you stay with me. Watch what
they do. You can learn a lot from these boys.’

I

watch(ed) shirt expensive learn 13



Kardi and Yanto walked among the people in
front of the market. They walked near a woman
with a bag. Kardi pushed her a little, and Yanto
pulled her bag. The woman held on to her bag. She
called out loudly. People turned to look at her.
‘Someone tried to take my bag!” she said. Kardi and
Yanto laughed. They ran down the street. Some
people called ‘Stop! Stop!” Others ran after them.
But Kardi and Yanto were too fast. Everyone in the
street looked at Kardi and Yanto and at the woman.

Edy said to Sugeng, ‘Now, no one is watching

us.” He walked to a car. He took the screwdriver
and he began to take the small mirror off the side

Kardi pushed her a little and Yanto pulled her bag.

14 among  off

of the car. Sugeng was very surprised.

‘What are you doing, Edy?” he said. Then a man
came to the car. He saw Edy and Sugeng.

‘Hey, that’s my car. What are you doing with my
mirror?’

Edy turned. He gave the screwdriver to Sugeng.
‘Run!’” said Edy, and he ran quickly among the
people in front of the market. At first, Sugeng was
too surprised to run. But then he tried to follow
Edy. It was too late. He felt a hand on his arm.

‘

What are you doing, Edy?’

15
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Sugeng Finds a New Home

‘T've got you!” the man said. He held Sugeng with
one hand. He started to hit him with the other.

By this time there was a policeman in front of
the market. He came because of the noise. He saw
Sugeng and the man.

‘What's happening here?’ he said.

‘This boy tried to take the mirror from my car.
Look. He has a screwdriver.’

‘Come with me,” said the policeman. Sugeng was
too afraid to say anything. The policeman took
Sugeng to the police station. The man came with
them.

At the police station, the man told his story and
then he went away. The policeman asked Sugeng
some questions. ‘What’s your name? Where did
you get this screwdriver? Where do you come
from?’ Sugeng was afraid. He could not speak.

Do you come from this town?’ the policeman
asked.

‘No,” said Sugeng.
“What's the name of your village 2’

Sugeng told him. The policeman thought for a
few minutes.

16

question(s)

‘Come with me,” he said. .

He took Sugeng to a small room and he Hm.m him
there. There was only one small window in .&m
room. Sugeng was alone. He thought about w..zm
family. He thought about his home on the mountain.

He was very unhappy.

Sugeng was all alone.

‘All my family is dead. I don’t have a home. 1
have nothing,” he thought. Then rm.rmma the
policeman again. Sugeng was not afraid. He had
nothing. What could he lose? \

The policeman came into the room. 'Is your name
Sugeng?’ he said. \

‘The police have Edy and the others,” Sugeng
thought.

‘Yes,” he answered.

The policeman said, ‘Your father and mother are
looking for you.’ o

Sugeng was surprised. ‘They re alive?” he asked.

‘Yes,” said the policeman. ‘The fire from Eo
mountain burnt your village. The Government is
building another village in a different place. Your

17



family is there now. But why did you have that
screwdriver? Why were you near-the car?’

Now Sugeng was really afraid. His family was
alive but he could not go to them.

‘Tell me,” said the policeman. ‘T can help you.

Sugeng told his story and the policeman under-
stood.

That afternoon, the policeman took Sugeng in
his jeep to the new village. On the way they drove
past the market. Sugeng saw Edy, Yanto and Kardi.
They were near the market. But Sugeng did not say
anything to the policeman. The policeman wanted
to catch Edy, but still Sugeng did not say anything.
Edy and Yanto and Kardi were his friends.

The people in the new village came out of their
houses when they heard the jeep. They laughed

Sugeng saw Edy, Yanto and Kardi.

18 build(ing) - really understand {understood) drive(drove)

and called out when they saw Sugeng. He laughed
too, and he called out to his old friends. Then the

jeep stopped and Sugeng saw his family. He ran

to them. \
‘Sugeng’ means ‘happy’ or ‘safe.” Now Sugeng

was happy and safe.

Now Sugeng was happy and safe.

0
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Questions

Why did Sugeng leave his village?
How did Sugeng go to the town?
Who first helped Sugeng in the town?

Where did Sugeng sleep on his first night
in the town?

Did Sugeng see his father in the town?
How did Sugeng and his friends get money ?

Why did Edy ask the shopkeeper about
some knives?

Why did Kardi take a screwdriver from the shop?
Why did Yanto pull the woman's bag?
Why was the man with the car angry at Sugeng?

What did Sugeng ride in when he went to meet
his family ?

Did Sugeng meet his family again in their village
on the mountain ?
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