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Geoffrey Palmer QC, former Prime Minister of New Zealand and Distinguished Fellow of the Victoria
University of Wellington Law Faculty. The series is sponsored by an anonymous donor whom the Faculty
gratefully acknowledges.
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"Local Government, the Constitution and the Future"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

An address to the New Zealand Local Government Conference, delivered on 18 November 1995. The
address traces the history of local government in New Zealand, from the provincial legislatures of early
colonial New Zealand, to their abolishment in 1876. It suggests that this abolishment has provided a
disincentive to create a functional system of local government ever since. As a result, local government
in New Zealand has not received the attention it deserves, and has developed without any theoretical
underpinning. The address argues that a constitutional theory of local government needs to be
developed, and the Local Government Act reformed.

"Opening Address to the Local Government Forum 1997"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

An address to the Local Government Forum, delivered in Nelson on 20 February 1997. The address
reviews the history of local government in New Zealand, summarising the structure of local
government as of 1996, as well as its functions and powers. It examines its various accountability
mechanisms, including those derived from law, democratic procedures and local elections, and
ombudsmen.

"A Radical Thought about Local Government Reform in Auckland"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

A presentation to the Regional Councillors Forum, delivered on 4 September 1999. The address
expounds the various problems besetting the Local Government Act 1974, with an emphasis on its bulk
and complexity. It evaluates whether a power of general competence could be the solution to these
problems.

"Reforming Local Government: A Power of General Competence"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

A presentation to the “Workshop for Councils to Discuss Recent Initiatives to Replace the Current Local
Government Act”, delivered on 28 October 1999. The presentation introduces the Local Government
Bill, drafted by Chen Palmer, and the power of general competence for which the Bill provides.

"Where to from Here? Local Government in New Zealand after the New Local Government
Act"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 1/2022

Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper No. 2/2022
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A paper and presentation prepared for the Local Government New Zealand Conference, Rotorua, 29
July 2002. The purpose of the paper and presentation is to examine the topography of the territory in
which local government in New Zealand will be situated after the Local Government Bill 2001 has been
passed by Parliament. The paper traverses the purpose and scope of the Local Government Bill to
assess what the “brave new world of local government in New Zealand” may look like. It provides an
overview of the history of weak local government in New Zealand, and compares this with the new
constitutional reach under the Local Government Bill. It then discusses a number of specific issues,
including the development of cohesive communities, the future of regional government, and equity
issues. It ends by posing questions for further rumination.

"The Reform of Local Government in New Zealand"  

SIR GEOFFREY PALMER QC, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law
Email: geoffrey.palmer@vuw.ac.nz

An address to the 2002 CLAIR Forum, delivered on 6 December 2002. The address provides a brief
history of local government in New Zealand, as well as an overview of its functions, powers and
accountability mechanisms. It also examines the Local Government Bill as it then stood, arguing that it
constitutes a shift of power from central to local government.
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