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Announcements 

Collected papers by the Right Honourable Sir Ivor Richardson Part VIII Judicial Decision-Making  
 
The Richardson Series collects the papers of the Right Honourable Sir Ivor Richardson, Distinguished Fellow of the 
Victoria University of Wellington Law Faculty. The Faculty gratefully acknowledges the sponsorship of the New Zealand 
Branch of the International Fiscal Association, whose generosity funds the Richardson Series. 
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Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 29 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 
W.H. DUNN, Independent 

This biography discusses the life and career of Sir Robert Stout and his influence on New Zealand's political, social 
and legal history. Sir Robert Stout arrived in New Zealand from Scotland at the age of 19 in 1864 and died in 
1930. This book traces his early political career to his tenure of the positions of Attorney General, Premier and 
Minister of Education. Sir Robert Stout retired from politics in 1898. During the latter part of his career he was 
Chancellor of the University of New Zealand and held the position of Chief Justice from 1899 until 1926.  

"Sir Robert Stout"   
“Sir Robert Stout” in RB Cooke (ed) The Centennial Book of the New Zealand Law Society – Portrait of a Profession 
(Reed, 1969). 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 30 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This article gives a brief overview of Sir Robert Stout's distinguished career. Sir Robert Stout immigrated to New 
Zealand at the age of 19 and was premier before he was 40. The positions he held throughout his career included 
Minister of Education, Chancellor of the University of New Zealand, Attorney-General and Chief Justice. The article 
focuses on his role as Chief Justice and concludes that his 26 year tenure of this office enhanced the public respect 
for this office.  

"W. S. Reid"   
“WS Reid” in RB Cooke (ed) The Centennial Book of the New Zealand Law Society – Portrait of a Profession (Reed, 
1969). 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 31 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This article gives a brief account of the professional life of Walter Scott Reid, who was appointed New Zealand's 
second Solicitor General in 1875. It contains a description of his duties as Solicitor General and records both 
criticism and praise of him noted in sources from the time.  

"A Tribute to Judge Patrick Mahony"   
“A Tribute to Judge Patrick Mahony” (2004) Butterworths Family Law Journal 235. 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 32 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This article records a speech given by Sir Ivor Richardson in Wellington in 2004, at a dinner held to farewell His 
Honour Judge Patrick Mahony upon his retirement from his position as Principal Family Court Judge. Sir Ivor 
highlights some of the features of Judge Mahony's career and recounts his own experience of his work and 
contribution to the judiciary.  

"A Tribute to Dr. George Barton"   
(2012) 43 VUWLR 17 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 33 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This address was given by Sir Ivor Richardson on the occasion of the special sitting of the High Court in Wellington 
on Wednesday 6 July 2011 to honour Dr. George Barton QC.  
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About this eJournal 

The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria 
of Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching started in 1900. The Law Faculty was formally 
constituted in 1907. The first dean was Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent scholar of both law and 
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mathematics. Maclaurin went on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of Technology as President in its formative 
years. Early professors included Sir John Salmond (1862-1924), still one of the Common Law's leading scholars. His 
texts on jurisprudence and torts have gone through many editions and remain in print.  
 
Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As Baron Cooke 
of Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords, one of very few 
Commonwealth judges ever appointed to do so.  
 
Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by William 
Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a particularly fine example of 
Italianate neo-Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official buildings of the time it is constructed of 
wood, apart from chimneys and vaults.  
 
The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government departments. 
Throughout Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation and to law reform. As a 
result, in addition to many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a number of official reports.  
 
Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM students. The faculty 
has an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve students engaged in PhD research.  
 
Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms, lecturers and senior 
lecturers are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds approximately to a 
North American associate professor in rank.  
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