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The Richardson Series collects the papers of the Right Honourable Sir Ivor Richardson, Distinguished Fellow of the Victoria 
University of Wellington Law Faculty. The Faculty gratefully acknowledges the sponsorship of the New Zealand Branch of 
the International Fiscal Association, whose generosity funds the Richardson Series. 
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Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 34 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

The following paper was presented on 24 August 1980 by Sir Ivor Richardson to a plenary session of the 35th 
Conference of the Australasian Universities Law Schools Association held at the University of Otago. In it, Sir Ivor looks 
at the role of an appellate judge with reference to the New Zealand Court of Appeal. He first sets out the structure of, 
procedure followed by, and workload of the Court. Sir Ivor then discusses the substantial limitations on creative law 
making by appellate judges. These are the structure of the adversarial court system, functional limitations including the 
need to give reasons for a decision, the importance of certainty in the law and the proper relationship between courts 
and legislature.  

"Judicial Decision-Making: A New Zealand Perspective"   
Law Institute Journal, 545, 1984 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 35 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

In March and April 1984 Mr Justice Richardson spent six weeks at Monash Law School where he was primarily involved 
in a postgraduate tax policy seminar series. He also took part in a number of sessions on the role of appellate judges. 
These speech notes were the basis for this address which he gave at a meeting attended by judges and lawyers from 
various fields at Owen Dixon Chambers on 15 March and at the Victorian Law Reform Commission on 2 April.  

"The Role of Judges as Policy Makers"   
Victory University of Wellington Law Review, Vol. 15, p. 46, 1985 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 36 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

In this paper the Rt. Hon. Mr Justice Richardson considers the work and role of the New Zealand Court of Appeal and 
also discusses the role of judges as law makers in the New Zealand context. The paper is an edited version of an 
address given to the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Society for Legal Philosophy on 6 June 1984.  

"Thirteenth Wilfred Fullagar Memorial Lecture: Judges as Lawmakers in the 1990s"   
“Thirteenth Wilfred Fullagar Memorial Lecture: Judges as Lawmakers in the 1990s” (1986) 12 Monash University Law 
Review 35. 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 37 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

In this article Sir Ivor discusses the current role of appellate court judges and what this role might be like in the 1990s. 
He argues that in some cases judges do make law; for example, when they interpret ambiguous or incomplete statutes 
of Parliament. In the first section of the article Sir Ivor comments on perceptions about the appropriate role of the 
judiciary, the types of cases that come before appellate courts and constraints on judicial decision making. Against this 
background he then discusses the capacity of judges to assess and reflect society's wider values and the material that 
judges take into account in reaching decisions.  

"Changing Needs for Judicial Decision-Making"   
“Changing Needs for Judicial Decision-making” (1991) 1 JJA 61. 
Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 38 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

This paper discusses the problems in ensuring effective decision-making by judges in cases where the legal answer is 
not clear cut. This is especially the case where judges need to resolve conflicts between competing societal values. The 
paper examines the difficulties that arise when judges are required to reassess the values underlying legal principles in 
response to changes in thinking. Effective decision-making will also depend on the judge being able to assess the 
economic, social or administrative implications of a decision. This requires all relevant material to be put before a judge. 
The paper concludes that formal judicial educational programmes are the best way to ensure that judges are aware of 
changes in the societal and economical values and perspectives that must inform their decisions.  

"International Fiscal Association Conference: Key Note Address Reflecting on a Career in Taxation and the Art 
of Judicial Decision-Making"   
New Zealand Journal Taxation of Law and Policy, Vol. 2, No. 8, pp. 133, 2002 

http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/PIP_Journal.cfm?pip_jrnl=1864782&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1847178&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
mailto:richardsons@xtra.co.nz
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2194717&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/PIP_Journal.cfm?pip_jrnl=1864782&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1847178&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
mailto:richardsons@xtra.co.nz
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2194719&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/PIP_Journal.cfm?pip_jrnl=1864782&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1847178&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
mailto:richardsons@xtra.co.nz
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2275057&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/PIP_Journal.cfm?pip_jrnl=1864782&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1847178&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
mailto:richardsons@xtra.co.nz
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2275053&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/PIP_Journal.cfm?pip_jrnl=1864782&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1847178&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
mailto:richardsons@xtra.co.nz
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2142320&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e
http://hq.ssrn.com/Journals/RedirectClick.cfm?url=http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2142320&partid=%3c%3cPART_ID%3e%3e&did=%3c%3cDELIVERY_ID%3e%3e&eid=%3c%3cEMAIL_ID%3e%3e


Victoria University of Wellington Legal Research Paper Series Richardson Paper No. 39 

IVOR RICHARDSON, Victoria University of Wellington - Faculty of Law 
Email: richardsons@xtra.co.nz 

In the keynote address to the International Fiscal Association Conference Sir Ivor Richardson reflects on a career in the 
field of taxation, some early lessons about the law of taxation, the art of judicial decision making, and some 
observations on several of the other papers presented at the conference.  
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