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The World Commission on Environment and Development in its 1987 report provided a new analysis of the world’s
resource and environmental problems that linked two key ideas: economic growth and sustainability. The report did
not predict increasing decay, poverty, and environmental degradation. It saw instead the possibility for a new era of
economic growth, based on sustainability and environmentalism. That vision is highly attractive politically, even if the
contradictions are not fully resolved in the document. Growth in the world’s population is a serious problem. It cannot
be sustained by the existing environmental resources. In developing the idea of sustainability the Commission
asserted that all countries and all types of economies will need to form a consensus on the basic concept of
sustainable development, and on a broad strategic framework for achieving it.

Remaking the law of any state to conform to the idea of sustainable development is an enormous undertaking. Just
what is involved and how difficult it is can be understood from examining the recent New Zealand experience. There
may be some lessons in it for others, many of which will not emerge until the new legislation is up and running, but
the policy formation in New Zealand was itself fascinating and is worthy of study for its own sake. This paper aims to
give an explanation and overview of that legislation and its relationship to the concept of sustainability.
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The paper tracks the development of New Zealand resource management legislation from the National Development
Bill designed to aid the 1970s Think Big projects, to the privatization of the Ministry of Works and Development and
the subdividing of that Ministry’s functions to the Ministry for the Environment, the project of Resource Management
Law Reform, and the Resource Management Act legislation created as an outcome of that project. It discusses some of
the more contentious areas of that legislation as well as its purposes and principles, including its commitment to
Treaty of Waitangi principles.
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This report has been prepared at the request of the New Zealand Fish and Game Council in response to the
Government’s announced proposals to amend the Resource Management Act 1991 and reform freshwater
management. It analyses the nature, extent and implications of those proposals for the protection of New Zealand’s
natural environment and its recreational enjoyment by all New Zealanders.

I have concluded that the environmental protection offered by the Act will be weakened by the passage of the
Government’s proposed changes. No amount of assertion or assurances given can alter that analytical fact. Further,
the journey to finding out the precise consequences of the changes will be long, expensive and uncertain.
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The Victoria University of Wellington was founded in 1899 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria of
Great Britain and of the then British Empire. Law teaching started in 1900. The Law Faculty was formally constituted in
1907. The first dean was Richard Maclaurin (1870-1920), an eminent scholar of both law and mathematics. Maclaurin
went on to lead the Massachussetts Institute of Technology as President in its formative years. Early professors included
Sir John Salmond (1862-1924), still one of the Common Law's leading scholars. His texts on jurisprudence and torts have
gone through many editions and remain in print.

Alumni include Sir Robin Cooke (1926-2006), one of the leading judges of the British Commonwealth. As Baron Cooke of
Thorndon, he sat on over 100 appeals to the Judicial Committee of the House of Lords, one of very few Commonwealth
judges ever appointed to do so.

Since 1996 the Law School has occupied the Old Government Building in central Wellington. Designed by William
Clayton and opened in 1876 to house New Zealand's then civil service, the building is a particularly fine example of
Italianate neo-Renaissance style. Unusually among large colonial official buildings of the time it is constructed of wood,
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The School is close to New Zealand's Parliament, courts, and the headquarters of government departments. Throughout
Victoria's history, our law teachers have contributed actively to policy formation and to law reform. As a result, in addition
to many scholarly articles and books, the Victoria SSRN pages include a number of official reports.

Victoria graduates approximately 230 LLB and LLB(Hons) students each year, and about 60 LLM students. The faculty has
an increasing number of doctoral students. Ordinarily there are ten to twelve students engaged in PhD research.

Victoria University observes the British system of academic ranks. In North American terms, lecturers and senior lecturers
are tenured doctrinal scholars, not legal writing teachers. A senior lecturer corresponds approximately to a North
American associate professor in rank.
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