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It is often said that New Zealand’s dominant constitutional tradition is pragmatism – 

the “number eight wire” approach to constitutional change. But this hides other, and 

often richer, narratives from our constitutional past. This conference seeks to take a 

deeper look at, and to shed more light on, the fundamental ideals on which our 

constitution is based. It will carry on the Centre for Public Law’s own tradition of inquiry 

into our constitution by bringing together a number of distinguished scholars from New 

Zealand and abroad to reflect on these important questions and to begin unearthing the 

country’s traditions of constitutional thought.
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